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DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE 2008 EDITION AND THE 2009 EDITION 
 
The table below lists the additions, changes, deletions (for cross-references only), and inactivations that 
were applied to 2008 Edition of the BISAC Subject Heading List (11/2008) to create the 2009 Edition of the 
BISAC Subject Heading List (09/2009). 
 
While most of the additions/changes/deletions are relatively straightforward, code inactivation merits further 
explanation.  Codes were inactivated when the literals they represented were deemed to be one or more of 
the following: 

 Redundant 
 Not widely used 
 Easily confused with other subjects 
 More appropriately listed in a different section 

 
It is highly recommended that inactivated codes which have already been assigned to ISBNs be replaced 
with active codes.  To this end, instructions on code replacement are included in the table below. 
 
It is recognized that locating and replacing all occurrences of inactivated codes may not be possible or 
practical.  With that in mind, please note that: 

 Inactivated codes will never be "recycled" and assigned to a different literal. 
 There will be a cumulating Appendix of Inactivated Codes at the end of each version of the Subject 

Heading List.  All inactivated codes from all previous versions will appear on this list indefinitely so 
that the meaning of an old code will never be lost. 

 
Instructions are also included when the scope of a subject has decreased, because this might necessitate 
the reclassification of titles that have been assigned this subject.  Instructions are not usually included when 
a subject's scope has increased, but users should note that a scope increase may allow the re-classification 
of a work that previously fell under a more general subject. 
 
Subjects are listed in order of New Literal (if none, then where Old Literal would have been, had it been retained) 

Trans key:     A = Addition     C = Change     D = Deletion (for x-refs only)     I = Inactivation    R = 
Reactivation 

Trans Code Old Literal New Literal Comments 

C OCC036020 
BODY, MIND & SPIRIT / 
Spirituality / Paganism 

BODY, MIND & SPIRIT / 
Spirituality / Paganism & Neo-
Paganism 

 

A BUS103000  
BUSINESS & ECONOMICS / 
Organizational Development 

 

A CKB108000  
COOKING / Health & Healing / 
Low Carbohydrate 

 

A CKB109000  
COOKING / Methods / Slow 
Cooking 

 

A CRA054000  
CRAFTS & HOBBIES / Mixed 
Media 

 

A DRA016000  
DRAMA / Russian & Former Soviet 
Union 
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Trans Code Old Literal New Literal Comments 

C 
x-ref – no 

code 

EDUCATION / Library & 
Information Science see 
LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Library & 
Information Science 

EDUCATION / Library & 
Information Science see headings 
under LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Library & 
Information Science 

x-ref change 

C EDU026020 
EDUCATION / Special Education / 
Learning Disabled 

EDUCATION / Special Education / 
Learning Disabilities 

 

C EDU026030 
EDUCATION / Special Education / 
Mentally Handicapped 

EDUCATION / Special Education / 
Mental Disabilities 

 

C EDU026040 
EDUCATION / Special Education / 
Physically Handicapped 

EDUCATION / Special Education / 
Physical Disabilities 

 

C EDU026050 
EDUCATION / Special Education / 
Socially Handicapped 

EDUCATION / Special Education / 
Social Disabilities 

 

C EDU029020 
EDUCATION / Teaching Methods 
& Materials / Reading 

EDUCATION / Teaching Methods 
& Materials / Reading & Phonics 

 

C 
x-ref – no 

code 

FAMILY & RELATIONSHIPS / 
Humorous see HUMOR / Topic / 
Family or HUMOR / Topic / 
Relationships 

FAMILY & RELATIONSHIPS / 
Humorous see HUMOR / Topic / 
Marriage & Family or HUMOR / 
Topic / Relationships 

x-ref change 

C FIC010000 
FICTION / Fairy Tales, Folklore & 
Mythology 

FICTION / Fairy Tales, Folk Tales, 
Legends & Mythology 

 

C 
x-ref – no 

code 
FICTION / Folklore see Fairy 
Tales, Folklore & Mythology 

FICTION / Folklore see Fairy 
Tales, Folk Tales, Legends & 
Mythology 

x-ref change 

C 
x-ref – no 

code 
FICTION / Mythology see Fairy 
Tales, Folklore & Mythology 

FICTION / Mythology see Fairy 
Tales, Folk Tales, Legends & 
Mythology 

x-ref change 

C FIC024000 FICTION / Occult FICTION / Occult & Supernatural  

A FIC052000  FICTION / Satire  

A FOR045000  
FOREIGN LANGUAGE STUDY / 
Old & Middle English 

 

A HIS055000  
HISTORY / Middle East / Turkey & 
Ottoman Empire 

 

A HIS027190  
HISTORY / Military / Afghan War 
(2001-) 
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C HUM011000 HUMOR / Topic / Family 
HUMOR / Topic / Marriage & 
Family 

 

A JUV054000  
JUVENILE FICTION / Activity 
Books 

 

A JUV009120  
JUVENILE FICTION / Concepts / 
Body 

 

C JUV015020 
JUVENILE FICTION / Health & 
Daily Living / Diseases 

JUVENILE FICTION / Health & 
Daily Living / Diseases, Illnesses & 
Injuries 

 

A JUV016210  
JUVENILE FICTION / Historical / 
Middle East 

 

A JUV055000  
JUVENILE FICTION / Nursery 
Rhymes 

 

A 
x-ref – no 

code 
 

JUVENILE FICTION / Poetry see 
Stories in Verse or headings under 
JUVENILE NONFICTION / Poetry 

x-ref addition 

A JUV056000  JUVENILE FICTION / Robots  

A JUV032170  
JUVENILE FICTION / Sports & 
Recreation / Camping & Outdoor 
Activities 

 

A JUV032180  
JUVENILE FICTION / Sports & 
Recreation / Cycling 

 

A JUV032190  
JUVENILE FICTION / Sports & 
Recreation / Golf 

 

A JUV057000  
JUVENILE FICTION / Stories in 
Verse 

 

A JNF013110  
JUVENILE NONFICTION / 
Concepts / Body 

 

C JNF024020 
JUVENILE NONFICTION / Health 
& Daily Living / Diseases 

JUVENILE NONFICTION / Health 
& Daily Living / Diseases, Illnesses 
& Injuries 

 

C JNF025260 
JUVENILE NONFICTION / History 
/ Symbols, Monuments, etc. 

JUVENILE NONFICTION / History 
/ Symbols, Monuments, National 
Parks, etc. 
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A JNF064000  
JUVENILE NONFICTION / Media 
Tie-In 

 

I JNF042020 
JUVENILE NONFICTION / Poetry / 
Nursery Rhymes 

 
Move titles to 
JUV055000 

A JNF054230  
JUVENILE NONFICTION / Sports 
& Recreation / Golf 

 

C JNF051130 
JUVENILE NONFICTION / 
Technology / Machinery 

JUVENILE NONFICTION / 
Technology / Machinery & Tools 

 

C LAN001000 
LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Alphabet 

LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Alphabets & 
Writing Systems 

 

I LAN003000 
LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Braille 

 
Move titles to 
LAN001000 

C LAN004000 
LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Communication 

LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Communication 
Studies 

 

C LAN025000 
LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Library & 
Information Science 

LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Library & 
Information Science / General 

 

A LAN025010  

LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Library & 
Information Science / 
Administration & Management 

 

A LAN025020  

LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Library & 
Information Science / Archives & 
Special Libraries 

 

A LAN025030  

LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Library & 
Information Science / Cataloging & 
Classification 

 

A LAN025040  

LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Library & 
Information Science / Collection 
Development 

 

A LAN025050  

LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Library & 
Information Science / School 
Media 

 

C LAN009000 
LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Linguistics 

LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Linguistics / 
General 

 

A 
x-ref – no 

code 
 

LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Linguistics / 
Computational see COMPUTERS / 
Natural Language Processing 

x-ref addition 
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C LAN024000 
LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Etymology 

LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Linguistics / 
Etymology 

 

A LAN009010  
LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Linguistics / 
Historical & Comparative 

 

A LAN009020  
LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Linguistics / 
Morphology 

 

C LAN011000 
LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Phonetics & 
Phonics 

LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Linguistics / 
Phonetics & Phonology 

 

A LAN009030  
LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Linguistics / 
Pragmatics 

 

A LAN009040  
LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Linguistics / 
Psycholinguistics 

 

C LAN016000 
LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Semantics 

LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Linguistics / 
Semantics 

 

A LAN009050  
LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Linguistics / 
Sociolinguistics 

 

A LAN009060  
LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Linguistics / Syntax 

 

A LAN028000  
LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Style Manuals 

 

A LCO013000  
LITERARY COLLECTIONS / 
Native American 

 

A LCO014000  
LITERARY COLLECTIONS / 
Russian & Former Soviet Union 

 

A LIT019000  
LITERARY CRITICISM / 
Renaissance 

 

A MED003090  
MEDICAL / Allied Health Services / 
Massage Therapy 

 

A MUS052000  MUSIC / Lyrics  
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C MUS037000 MUSIC / Songbooks MUSIC / Printed Music / General  

A MUS037010  
MUSIC / Printed Music / Artist 
Specific 

 

A MUS037020  
MUSIC / Printed Music / Band & 
Orchestra 

 

A MUS037030  MUSIC / Printed Music / Choral  

A MUS037040  
MUSIC / Printed Music / Guitar & 
Fretted Instruments 

 

A MUS037050  
MUSIC / Printed Music / Mixed 
Collections 

 

A MUS037060  
MUSIC / Printed Music / Musicals, 
Film & TV 

 

A MUS037070  
MUSIC / Printed Music / Opera & 
Classical Scores 

 

A MUS037080  
MUSIC / Printed Music / 
Percussion 

 

A MUS037090  
MUSIC / Printed Music / Piano & 
Keyboard Repertoire 

 

A MUS037100  
MUSIC / Printed Music / Piano-
Vocal-Guitar 

 

A MUS037110  MUSIC / Printed Music / Vocal  

D 
x-ref – no 

code 
NATURE / Amphibians see 
Reptiles & Amphibians 

 x-ref deletion 

C NAT001000 NATURE / Animals NATURE / Animals / General  

C NAT003000 NATURE / Bears NATURE / Animals / Bears  
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A NAT042000  NATURE / Animals / Big Cats  

A NAT043000  NATURE / Animals / Birds  

C NAT005000 NATURE / Butterflies & Moths 
NATURE / Animals / Butterflies & 
Moths 

 

C NAT007000 
NATURE / Dinosaurs & Prehistoric 
Creatures 

NATURE / Animals / Dinosaurs & 
Prehistoric Creatures 

 

C NAT012000 NATURE / Fish NATURE / Animals / Fish  

C NAT016000 NATURE / Horses NATURE / Animals / Horses  

C NAT017000 NATURE / Insects & Spiders 
NATURE / Animals / Insects & 
Spiders 

 

C NAT019000 NATURE / Mammals NATURE / Animals / Mammals  

C NAT020000 NATURE / Marine Life NATURE / Animals / Marine Life  

C NAT002000 NATURE / Apes & Monkeys NATURE / Animals / Primates  

C NAT028000 NATURE / Reptiles & Amphibians 
NATURE / Animals / Reptiles & 
Amphibians 

 

C NAT037000 NATURE / Wildlife NATURE / Animals / Wildlife  

A NAT044000  NATURE / Animals / Wolves  

C NAT004000 NATURE / Birds & Birdwatching NATURE / Birdwatching Guides 
Move titles about birds 
to NAT043000 

A NAT045000  
NATURE / Ecosystems & Habitats 
/ General 
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A NAT045010  
NATURE / Ecosystems & Habitats 
/ Deserts 

 

R NAT014000 NATURE / Forests & Forestry 
NATURE / Ecosystems & Habitats 
/ Forests & Rainforests 

Code reactivated with 
changed literal 

C NAT018000 NATURE / Lakes & Ponds 
NATURE / Ecosystems & Habitats 
/ Lakes, Ponds & Swamps 

 

C NAT041000 NATURE / Mountains 
NATURE / Ecosystems & Habitats 
/ Mountains 

 

C NAT025000 NATURE / Oceans & Seas 
NATURE / Ecosystems & Habitats 
/ Oceans & Seas 

 

A NAT045020  
NATURE / Ecosystems & Habitats 
/ Plains & Prairies 

 

A NAT045030  
NATURE / Ecosystems & Habitats 
/ Polar Regions 

 

C NAT029000 NATURE / Rivers 
NATURE / Ecosystems & Habitats 
/ Rivers 

 

A NAT045040  
NATURE / Ecosystems & Habitats 
/ Wilderness 

 

A NAT046000  NATURE / Endangered Species  

D 
x-ref – no 

code 

NATURE / Forests & Forestry see 
Trees & Forests or TECHNOLOGY 
& ENGINEERING / Agriculture / 
Forestry 

 x-ref deletion 

D 
x-ref – no 

code 
NATURE / Monkeys see Apes & 
Monkeys 

 x-ref deletion 

C NAT026000 NATURE / Plants NATURE / Plants / General  

A NAT047000  NATURE / Plants / Aquatic  

A NAT048000  
NATURE / Plants / Cacti & 
Succulents 
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C NAT013000 NATURE / Flowers NATURE / Plants / Flowers  

C NAT022000 NATURE / Mushrooms NATURE / Plants / Mushrooms  

C NAT034000 NATURE / Trees & Forests NATURE / Plants / Trees 
Move works about 
forests to NAT014000 

D 
x-ref – no 

code 
NATURE / Ponds see Lakes & 
Ponds 

 x-ref deletion 

A NAT049000  NATURE / Regional  

D 
x-ref – no 

code 
NATURE / Seas see Oceans & 
Seas 

 x-ref deletion 

D 
x-ref – no 

code 
NATURE / Spiders see Insects & 
Spiders 

 x-ref deletion 

C PER003010 
PERFORMING ARTS / Dance / 
Classical 

PERFORMING ARTS / Dance / 
Classical & Ballet 

 

C PET011000 
PETS / Mice, Hamsters, Guinea 
Pigs, etc. 

PETS / Rabbits, Mice, Hamsters, 
Guinea Pigs, etc. 

 

A PHI035000  PHILOSOPHY / Essays  

A PHO023100  
PHOTOGRAPHY / Subjects & 
Themes / Historical 

 

C 
x-ref – no 

code 

POETRY / Nursery Rhymes see 
JUVENILE NONFICTION / Poetry / 
Nursery Rhymes 

POETRY / Nursery Rhymes see 
JUVENILE FICTION / Nursery 
Rhymes 

x-ref change 

A POE016000  
POETRY / Russian & Former 
Soviet Union 

 

C 
x-ref – no 

code 

REFERENCE / Etymology see 
LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Etymology 

REFERENCE / Etymology see 
LANGUAGE ARTS & 
DISCIPLINES / Linguistics / 
Etymology 

x-ref change 

D 
x-ref – no 

code 

RELIGION / Ancient see headings 
under BODY, MIND & SPIRIT / 
Spirituality 

 x-ref deletion 
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A REL114000  RELIGION / Ancient  

C 
x-ref – no 

code 

RELIGION / Christianity / 
Congregational see Christianity / 
United Church of Christ 
(Congregational) 

RELIGION / Christianity / 
Congregational see Christianity / 
United Church of Christ 

x-ref change 

C REL111000 
RELIGION / Christianity / United 
Church of Christ (Congregational) 

RELIGION / Christianity / United 
Church of Christ 

 

A REL052030  RELIGION / Prayerbooks / Islamic  

A SCI089000  
SCIENCE / Life Sciences / 
Neuroscience 

 

C 
x-ref – no 

code 
SOCIAL SCIENCE / Disabled see 
Handicapped 

SOCIAL SCIENCE / Disabled see 
People with Disabilities 

x-ref change 

A 
x-ref – no 

code 
 

SOCIAL SCIENCE / Handicapped 
see People with Disabilities 

x-ref addition 

C SOC029000 SOCIAL SCIENCE / Handicapped 
SOCIAL SCIENCE / People with 
Disabilities 

 

A SPO070000  
SPORTS & RECREATION / 
Cheerleading 

 

A SPO071000  
SPORTS & RECREATION / 
Fencing 

 

A SPO072000  
SPORTS & RECREATION / 
Snowboarding 

 

C SPO043000 
SPORTS & RECREATION / 
Swimming 

SPORTS & RECREATION / 
Swimming & Diving 

 

A TEC064000  
TECHNOLOGY & ENGINEERING 
/ Sensors 

 

A TRV033000  TRAVEL / Budget  

A TRV034000  TRAVEL / Hikes & Walks  
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A TRV015030  TRAVEL / Middle East / Turkey  

A TRV026090  
TRAVEL / Special Interest / 
Literary 

 


