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3.2  Table of Standardized Transactions 

 

 Use Case 
Reference 

Transaction 
Code 

 

SE
A

RC
H

 

UC-01 <TR001> Get Number of Phrase Matches in Archive 

UC-02 <TR002> Search Archive for Phrase 

UC-03 <TR003> Search Book for Phrase 

EN
U

M
ER

AT
E 

UC-04 <TR004> Enumerate Archive 

UC-10 <TR010> Enumerate Book Info 

UC-05 <TR005> Enumerate Book Page Images 

UC-06 <TR006> Enumerate ONIX Info 

UC-07 <TR007> Enumerate Book Text 

UC-08 <TR008> Browse by Context Pages 

UC-09 <TR009> Browse by Sample Pages 

RE
TR

IE
VE

 

 <TR010> Enumerate Book Info 

UC-11 * Get Full-Page Media 

UC-12 * Get Thumbnail Media 

UC-14 * Get Highlighted Page Media 

ER
RO

R  ** Error return for failed transaction 

(*) No transaction necessary. 

(**) The transaction code returned is the code passed in by the failed request HTTP message.  

 

3.3  Transaction Definitions 

3.3.1  <TR001>:  Get Number of Phrase Matches in Archive (UC-01) 

Search the entire publisher’s archive to get a total count of books and pages that contain the phrase. 
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Request:  How many books and pages from the archive contain the phrase “Achilles”? 

Response: The phrase Achilles appears in 12 books and on 678 pages of the archive. 

Audience 
Applicable for all users of the API 

Required Parameters 
− pClientID 
− pSearchPhrase 

Code Sample 

Client Request 

To request summary search results for the term “Achilles”, build the following URL: 

http://example.com/onix/tr001?pClientID=XXX&pSearchPhrase=achilles 
 

Server Reply 
<ONIXTransaction xmlns="http://www.bisg.org/2008/11/book-drop/reference-names"> 
 <TransactionType>tr001</TransactionType> 
 <SearchPhrase>achilles</SearchPhrase> 
 <TotalMatchingProducts>12</TotalMatchingProducts> 
 <TotalMatchingPages>678</TotalMatchingPages> 
</ONIXTransaction> 

3.3.2  <TR002>:  Search Archive for Phrase (UC-02) 

Search the entire archive to get a list of book titles and excerpts that contain the given phrase.   
The first result on the first matching page is returned along with a count of the number of pages 
with matching results (<ProductMatchingPages>). 
 
The optional parameter pHighlightResults causes the returned URLs to include information about 
the search phrase.  When these URLs are executed, the returned page should have the search 
phrase highlighted (if the supplier supports this). 
 
The optional parameter pVerboseMetadata causes the return of brief metadata for each product 
including title, contributor, format, BISAC subject, imprint, and publisher. 
 

Request: Which books contain the phrase, “Achilles,” and what is the context in which it first 
appears? 

Response:  A list of 12 books in which the phrase Achilles appears as well as the first book page 
on which it appears. What constitutes a matching page and the content of the 
returned text snippet are not defined. 

Audience 
Applicable for all users of the API 

Required Parameters 
− pSearchPhrase 
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Optional Parameters 

− pClientID 
− pFormat 
− pResultsRangeBegin 
− pResultsRangeEnd 
− pVerboseMetadata 
− pHighlightResults 

Code Sample 

Client Request 

To request the first 20 search results for the term “Achilles”, build the following URL: 
 
http://example.com/onix/tr002?pSearchPhrase=achilles&pResultsRangeBegin=1&pResultsRangeEnd=20
&pVerboseMetadata=1  
 

Server Reply 
<ONIXTransaction xmlns="http://www.bisg.org/2008/11/book-drop/reference-names"> 
 <TransactionType>tr002</TransactionType> 
 <SearchPhrase>achilles</SearchPhrase> 
 <TotalMatchingProducts>12</TotalMatchingProducts> 
 <TotalMatchingPages>32</TotalMatchingPages> 
 <ProductResultsCount>6</ProductResultsCount> 
 <Product>      
  <RecordReference>0123456789</RecordReference> 
  <ProductResultSequence>1</ProductResultSequence> 
  <ProductMatchingPages>5</ProductMatchingPages> 
  <ProductIdentifier>  
   <ProductIDType>15</ProductIDType>  
   <IDValue>9780679410751</IDValue>  
  </ProductIdentifier> 
  <ProductForm>BC</ProductForm> 
  <ProductFormDetail>B101</ProductFormDetail> 
  <Title> 
   <TitleType>01</TitleType> 
   <TitleText>The Iliad</TitleText> 
   <Subtitle></Subtitle> 
  </Title> 
     <Contributor> 
   <ContributorRole>A01</ContributorRole> 
   <KeyNames>Homer</KeyNames> 
  </Contributor> 
  <Contributor> 
   <ContributorRole>B06</ContributorRole> 
   <NamesBeforeKey>Robert</NamesBeforeKey> 
   <KeyNames>Fitzgerald</KeyNames> 
  </Contributor> 
     <BISACMainSubject>FIC000000</BISACMainSubject> 
  <Imprint> 
      <NameCodeType>02</NameCodeType> 
   <NameCodeValue>4A</NameCodeValue> 
   <ImprintName>Anchor</ImprintName> 
  </Imprint> 
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  <Publisher> 
   <PublisherName>Knopf Publishing Group</PublisherName> 
  </Publisher> 
  <Page> 
      <PageName>vii</PageName> 
      <PageTag> 
    <PageTagValue>PR</PageTagValue> 

     <PageTagDescription></PageTagDescription> 
     </PageTag> 
     <AbsolutePageNumber>16</AbsolutePageNumber> 
   <PreviewAvailability>FR</PreviewAvailability> 
   <SearchResultCount>1</SearchResultCount> 
   <SearchResultMatches> 
    <OtherText> 
     <TextTypeCode>35</TextTypeCode> 

<Text textcase = "05">Sing, goddess, the rage of Achilles the son of 
Peleus, the destructive rage that sent countless pains on the 
Achaeans</Text> 

    </OtherText> 
    <!--OtherText Composite repeats SearchResultCount times --> 
   </SearchResultMatches> 
    <MediaFile> 
      <MediaFileInstance> 
     <MediaFileTypeCode>23</MediaFileTypeCode> 
     <MediaInstanceID>34922-A</MediaInstanceID> 
     <MediaFileFormatCode>03</MediaFileFormatCode> 
     <Measure> 
      <MeasureTypeCode>02</MeasureTypeCode> 
      <Measurement>600</Measurement> 
      <MeasureUnitCode>px</MeasureUnitCode> 
     </Measure> 
     <Measure> 
      <MeasureTypeCode>01</MeasureTypeCode> 
      <Measurement>800</Measurement> 
      <MeasureUnitCode>px</MeasureUnitCode> 
     </Measure> 
     <ImageResolution>300</ImageResolution> 
     <MediaFileLinkTypeCode>01</MediaFileLinkTypeCode> 
      <MediaFileLink><!--media file’s URL address--></MediaFileLink> 
    </MediaFileInstance> 
    <MediaFileInstance> 
     <MediaFileTypeCode>24</MediaFileTypeCode> 
     <MediaInstanceID>34922-B</MediaInstanceID> 
     <MediaFileFormatCode>03</MediaFileFormatCode> 
     <Measure> 
      <MeasureTypeCode>02</MeasureTypeCode> 
      <Measurement>600</Measurement> 
      <MeasureUnitCode>px</MeasureUnitCode> 
     </Measure> 
     <Measure> 
      <MeasureTypeCode>01</MeasureTypeCode> 
      <Measurement>800</Measurement> 
      <MeasureUnitCode>px</MeasureUnitCode> 
     </Measure> 
     <ImageResolution>300</ImageResolution> 
     <MediaFileLinkTypeCode>01</MediaFileLinkTypeCode> 
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     <MediaFileLink><!--media file’s URL address--></MediaFileLink> 
    </MediaFileInstance> 
    <!-- MediaFileInstance is a repeating element --> 
   </MediaFile> 
  </Page> 
  <!--Page is a repeating element --> 
 </Product> 
 <!--Product is a repeating element --> 
</ONIXTransaction> 

 

3.3.3  <TR003>:  Search Book for Phrase (UC-03) 

Search a specific book title to get a list of search results and links to pages that contain the given 
phrase, within the specified range. 
 
The default is to return the first result per page returned; however, the caller may choose to invoke 
an optional parameter (pAllResults) which would cause the supplier to return all matches for each 
page (<SearchResultCount> specifies the count within each page). 
 
The optional parameter pHighlightResults causes the returned URLs to include information about 
the search phrase.  When these URLs are executed, the returned page will have the search phrase 
highlighted (if the supplier supports this). 
 
The optional parameter pVerboseMetadata causes the return of brief metadata for each product 
including title, contributor, format, BISAC subject, imprint, and publisher. 
 

Request: What pages of the book, The Iliad, contain the phrase, “Achilles,” and what is the 
context in which it appears?  

Response:  A list of the 58 pages of the book, The Iliad, on which the phrase Achilles appears as 
well as the context in which it appears. What constitutes a matching page and what 
text should be returned to show the match is not defined. 

Audience 
Applicable for all users of the API 

Required Parameters 
− pProductIDType 
− pIDValue 
− pSearchPhrase 

Optional Parameters 
− pClientID 
− pResultsRangeBegin 
− pResultsRangeEnd 
− pVerboseMetadata 
− pAllResults 
− pHighlightResults 

Code Sample 
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Client Request 

To request detailed search results for the term “Achilles” in The Iliad, build the following URL: 
 
http://example.com/onix/tr003?pProductIDType=15&pIDValue=9780679410751&pSearchPhrase=achilles
&pResultsRangeBegin=1&pResultsRangeEnd=20 
 

Server Reply 
<ONIXTransaction xmlns="http://www.bisg.org/2008/11/book-drop/reference-names"> 
 <TransactionType>tr003</TransactionType> 
 <SearchPhrase>achilles</SearchPhrase> 
 <TotalMatchingProducts>12</TotalMatchingProducts> 
 <TotalMatchingPages>32</TotalMatchingPages> 
 <Product>      
  <RecordReference>123456789</RecordReference>  
  <ProductResultSequence>1</ProductResultSequence> 
  <ProductMatchingPages>5</ProductMatchingPages> 
  <ProductIdentifier>  
   <ProductIDType>15</ProductIDType>  
   <IDValue>9780679410751</IDValue>  
  </ProductIdentifier> 
  <Page> 
      <PageName>150</PageName> 
   <PageTag> 
       <PageTagValue>UN</PageTagValue> 
    <PageTagDescription>First Line of Poem</PageTagDescription> 
    </PageTag> 
      <AbsolutePageNumber>165</AbsolutePageNumber> 
   <PreviewAvailability>FR</PreviewAvailability> 
   <SearchResultCount>1</SearchResultCount> 
   <SearchResultMatches> 
    <OtherText> 
     <TextTypeCode>35</TextTypeCode> 

<Text textcase = "05">Sing, goddess, the rage of Achilles the son of 
Peleus, the destructive rage that sent countless pains on the 
Achaeans</Text> 

    </OtherText> 
    <!--OtherText Composite repeats SearchResultCount times --> 
   </SearchResultMatches> 
      <MediaFile> 
       <MediaFileInstance> 
        <MediaFileTypeCode>23</MediaFileTypeCode> 
        <MediaInstanceID>34922-A</MediaInstanceID> 
        <MediaFileFormatCode>03</MediaFileFormatCode> 
        <Measure> 
      <MeasureTypeCode>02</MeasureTypeCode> 
      <Measurement>600</Measurement> 
      <MeasureUnitCode>px</MeasureUnitCode> 
     </Measure> 
     <Measure> 
      <MeasureTypeCode>01</MeasureTypeCode> 
      <Measurement>800</Measurement> 
      <MeasureUnitCode>px</MeasureUnitCode> 
     </Measure> 
     <ImageResolution>300</ImageResolution> 
        <MediaFileLinkTypeCode>01</MediaFileLinkTypeCode> 
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        <MediaFileLink><!--media file’s URL address--></MediaFileLink> 
       </MediaFileInstance> 
       <MediaFileInstance> 
       <MediaFileTypeCode>24</MediaFileTypeCode> 
       <MediaInstanceID>34922-B</MediaInstanceID> 
       <MediaFileFormatCode>03</MediaFileFormatCode> 
       <Measure> 
      <MeasureTypeCode>02</MeasureTypeCode> 
      <Measurement>600</Measurement> 
      <MeasureUnitCode>px</MeasureUnitCode> 
     </Measure> 
     <Measure> 
      <MeasureTypeCode>01</MeasureTypeCode> 
      <Measurement>800</Measurement> 
      <MeasureUnitCode>px</MeasureUnitCode> 
     </Measure> 
     <ImageResolution>300</ImageResolution> 
     <MediaFileLinkTypeCode>01</MediaFileLinkTypeCode> 
     <MediaFileLink><!--media file’s URL address--></MediaFileLink> 
       </MediaFileInstance> 
       <!-- MediaFileInstance is a repeating element --> 
      </MediaFile> 
  </Page> 
  <!--Page is a repeating element --> 
 </Product> 
</ONIXTransaction> 

3.3.4  <TR004>:  Enumerate Archive (UC-04) 

Get a list of all the books in the archive.  Entire books may or may not be available for viewing by the 
requesting system.  The control of which books are available for viewing will be indicated by the 
publisher: which books are available, which books are no longer available, or which books have been 
updated.  The optional pModifiedSince date parameter restricts the result set to books modified 
since that date. 
   
Each book returned includes the last action taken for that book and the date.  The actions are: 
 
Add—The book was added to the archive on the given date. 
Modify—The book was modified on the given date. 
Delete—The book was deleted from the archive on the given date. 
 
Changes to the archive should be reflected in the enumeration (through the action specified) for 3 
months. 

Request: What are the books in the archive modified since November 1, 2006?  

Response:  A list of the book products modified in the archive that include the ISBN and the date 
last modified for each book.  

Audience 
Applicable for all users of the API 
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Optional Parameters 
− pClientID 
− pModifiedSince  

Code Sample 

Client Request 

To request links to the books modified since November 1, 2006 and made available in the archive, 
build the following URL: 
 
http://example.com/onix/tr004?pModifiedSince=20061101 

 

Server Reply 
<ONIXTransaction xmlns="http://www.bisg.org/2008/11/book-drop/reference-names"> 
    <TransactionType>tr004</TransactionType>  
    <Product> 
  <RecordReference>1234567890</RecordReference> 
  <ProductResultSequence>1</ProductResultSequence> 
  <ProductIdentifier>  
   <ProductIDType>15</ProductIDType>  
   <IDValue>9780679410751</IDValue>  
  </ProductIdentifier>  
  <Action> 
   <ActionType>D</ActionType> 
   <ActionDate>20080325</ActionDate> 
  </Action> 
    </Product> 
    <!-- product is a repeating element --> 
</ONIXTransaction> 

3.3.5  <TR005>:  Enumerate Book Page Images (UC-05) 

Get a list of links to the page images (thumbnails and full-page images) of the available pages of a 
book.  Individual pages of a book may or may not be available to the requesting system; therefore, 
the control of which pages of a book are available for viewing, etc., remains in the hands of the 
publisher who will indicate which—and how many—pages are available.  Requests can be optionally 
restricted to a range of page results. 

Request: Where can I find a list of links to the thumbnail and full-page images of the first 50 
pages from The Iliad?  

Response:  A list of 50 page elements that contain URLs to the thumbnail and full-page images of 
the first 50 pages of The Iliad. Get a list of pages and its available media from a 
specified book. 

Audience 
Applicable for Professional Clients of the API.  This transaction provides information for all pages of a 
book and the access to and use of those pages must be restricted by the professional client as 
defined by the ProductPreviewRules specified in transaction TR010. 

Required Parameters 
− pProductIDType 
− pIDValue 
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Optional Parameters 
− pClientID 
− pAbsPageBegin 
− pAbsPageEnd 

 

Code Sample 

Client Request 

To request links to the media files of the first 50 pages available in The Iliad, build the following URL: 
 
http://example.com/onix/tr005?pProductIDType=15&pIDValue=9780679410751&pAbsPageBegin=1&pAbsPa
geEnd=50 

 

Server Reply 
<ONIXTransaction xmlns="http://www.bisg.org/2008/11/book-drop/reference-names"> 
 <TransactionType>tr005</TransactionType>  
    <Product>      
  <RecordReference>0123456789</RecordReference> 
  <ProductResultSequence>1</ProductResultSequence> 
  <ProductIdentifier>  
      <ProductIDType>15</ProductIDType>  
   <IDValue>9780679410751</IDValue>  
  </ProductIdentifier> 
  <Page> 
      <PageName>vii</PageName> 
      <PageTag> 
       <PageTagValue>PR</PageTagValue> 
       <PageTagDescription></PageTagDescription> 
      </PageTag> 
      <AbsolutePageNumber>16</AbsolutePageNumber> 
      <PreviewAvailability>FR</PreviewAvailability> 
   <MediaFile> 
    <MediaFileInstance> 
     <MediaFileTypeCode>23</MediaFileTypeCode> 
     <MediaInstanceID>34922-A</MediaInstanceID> 
     <MediaFileFormatCode>03</MediaFileFormatCode> 
     <Measure> 
      <MeasureTypeCode>02</MeasureTypeCode> 
      <Measurement>600</Measurement> 
      <MeasureUnitCode>px</MeasureUnitCode> 
     </Measure> 
     <Measure> 
      <MeasureTypeCode>01</MeasureTypeCode> 
      <Measurement>800</Measurement> 
      <MeasureUnitCode>px</MeasureUnitCode> 
     </Measure> 
     <ImageResolution>300</ImageResolution> 
        <MediaFileLinkTypeCode>01</MediaFileLinkTypeCode> 
     <MediaFileLink><!--media file’s URL address--></MediaFileLink> 
       </MediaFileInstance> 
       <MediaFileInstance> 
    <MediaFileTypeCode>24</MediaFileTypeCode> 
     <MediaInstanceID>34922-B</MediaInstanceID> 
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     <MediaFileFormatCode>03</MediaFileFormatCode> 
     <Measure> 
      <MeasureTypeCode>02</MeasureTypeCode> 
      <Measurement>600</Measurement> 
      <MeasureUnitCode>px</MeasureUnitCode> 
     </Measure> 
     <Measure> 
      <MeasureTypeCode>01</MeasureTypeCode> 
      <Measurement>800</Measurement> 
      <MeasureUnitCode>px</MeasureUnitCode> 
     </Measure> 
     <ImageResolution>300</ImageResolution> 
     <MediaFileLinkTypeCode>01</MediaFileLinkTypeCode> 
     <MediaFileLink><!--media file’s URL address--></MediaFileLink> 
    </MediaFileInstance> 
    <!-- MediaFileInstance is a repeating element --> 
   </MediaFile> 
  </Page> 
  <!--Page is a repeating element --> 
 </Product> 
</ONIXTransaction> 
 

3.3.6  <TR006>:  Enumerate ONIX Info (UC-06) 

Get a list of ONIX information available for a specified book. 

Request: What information is available in ONIX format for The Iliad? 

Response:  The ONIX-formatted XML record for the specified book. 

Audience 
Applicable for Professional Clients of the API.  The ONIX information is generally only needed for 
professional implementations. 

Required Parameters 
− pProductIdType 
− pIDValue 

Optional Parameters 
− pClientID 

 

Code Sample 

Client Request 
http://example.com/onix/tr006?pProductIDType=15&pIDValue=9780679410751 
 

Server Reply 
<ONIXTransaction xmlns="http://www.bisg.org/2008/11/book-drop/reference-names"> 
 <TransactionType>tr006</TransactionType> 
 <Product> 
  <RecordReference>1234567890</RecordReference> 
  <NotificationType>03</NotificationType> 
  <ProductIdentifier> 
   <ProductIDType>15</ProductIDType> 
   <IDValue>9780816016356</IDValue> 
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  </ProductIdentifier> 
  <ProductForm>BB</ProductForm> 
  <Title> 
   <TitleType>01</TitleType> 
   <TitleText textcase="02">The Iliad</TitleText> 
  </Title> 
  <Contributor> 
   <ContributorRole>B06</ContributorRole> 
   <PersonNameInverted>Fitzgerald, Robert</PersonNameInverted> 
  </Contributor> 
  <EditionTypeCode>REV</EditionTypeCode> 
  <EditionNumber>3</EditionNumber> 
  <Language> 
   <LanguageRole>01</LanguageRole> 
   <LanguageCode>eng</LanguageCode> 
  </Language> 
  <NumberOfPages>493</NumberOfPages> 
  <BASICMainSubject>REF008000</BASICMainSubject> 
  <AudienceCode>01</AudienceCode> 
  <OtherText> 
   <TextTypeCode>03</TextTypeCode> 

<Text>One of the foremost achievements in Western literature, Homer's Iliad tells 
the story of the darkest episode of the Trojan War. At its center is 
Achilles.</Text> 

  </OtherText> 
  <Imprint> 
   <ImprintName>Facts on File Publications</ImprintName> 
  </Imprint> 
  <Publisher> 
   <PublishingRole>01</PublishingRole> 
   <PublisherName>Facts on File Inc</PublisherName> 
  </Publisher> 
  <PublicationDate>1987</PublicationDate> 
  <Measure> 
   <MeasureTypeCode>01</MeasureTypeCode> 
   <Measurement>9.25</Measurement> 
   <MeasureUnitCode>in</MeasureUnitCode> 
  </Measure> 
  <Measure> 
   <MeasureTypeCode>02</MeasureTypeCode> 
   <Measurement>6.25</Measurement> 
   <MeasureUnitCode>in</MeasureUnitCode> 
  </Measure> 
  <Measure> 
   <MeasureTypeCode>03</MeasureTypeCode> 
   <Measurement>1.2</Measurement> 
   <MeasureUnitCode>in</MeasureUnitCode> 
  </Measure> 
  <SupplyDetail> 
   <SupplierSAN>1234567</SupplierSAN> 
   <AvailabilityCode>IP</AvailabilityCode> 
   <Price> 
    <PriceTypeCode>01</PriceTypeCode> 
    <PriceAmount>35.00</PriceAmount> 
   </Price> 
  </SupplyDetail> 
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 </Product> 
</ONIXTransaction> 

 

 3.3.7  <TR007>:  Enumerate Book Text 

Get the full text of the book, page by page.  The publisher can return all of the text for the book or 
can restrict parts that they do not want to appear in search indexes.   
 
Lists full text for a specific book 

Request: Get the full text of a book for search indexing purposes. 

Response: Text for the book in XML. 

Audience 
Applicable for Professional Clients of the API.  This transaction provides the text for all pages of a 
book to be used to build a search index.  Access to and use of this text must be restricted by the 
professional client as defined by the ProductPreviewRules specified in transaction TR010. 

Required Parameters 
− pProductIDType 
− pIDValue 

Optional Parameters 
− pClientID 

Code Sample 

Client Request 
http://example.com/onix/tr007?pProductIDType=15&pIDValue=9780679410751 

 

Server Reply 
<ONIXTransaction xmlns="http://www.bisg.org/2008/11/book-drop/reference-names"> 
 <TransactionType>tr007</TransactionType> 
 <product> 
  <RecordReference>0123456789</RecordReference> 
  <ProductResultSequence>1</ProductResultSequence> 
  <ProductIdentifier>  
   <ProductIDType>15</ProductIDType>  
   <IDValue>9780679410751</IDValue>  
  </ProductIdentifier> 
  <Page> 
   <AbsolutePageNumber>16</AbsolutePageNumber> 
   <OtherText> 
    <TextTypeCode>35</TextTypeCode> 

<Text textcase="05">Sing, goddess, the rage of Achilles the son of Peleus, the 
destructive rage that sent countless pains on the Achaeans</Text> 

   </OtherText> 
   <OtherText> 
    <TextTypeCode>36</TextTypeCode> 

<Text textcase="05"> Sing, Goddess, sing of the rage of Achilles, son of 
Peleus—that murderous anger which condemned Achaeans to countless agonies and 
threw many warrior souls deep into Hades, leaving their dead bodies carrion 
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food for dogs and birds all in fulfillment of the will of Zeus. Start at the 
point where Agamemnon, son of Atreus, that king of men, quarreled with noble 
Achilles. Which of the gods incited these two men to fight? That god was 
Apollo, son of Zeus and….</Text> 

   </OtherText> 
   <!--OtherText Composite repeats SearchResultCount times --> 
  </Page> 
  <!--Page is a repeating element --> 
 </product> 
</ONIXTransaction> 
 

3.3.8  <TR008>:  Browse by Context Pages (UC-08) 

Get a list of media files for a number of pages before and after a specific page in the book. This use 
case enables browsing forward and back, or jumping a few pages in either direction.  The number of 
pages to return is defined by the provider and will be the same as returned in the LandingPageRange 
value of transaction tr010.  However, it can be constrained by supplying the pLandingPageRange 
parameter to this transaction. 

Request: What are the links to the five pages before and after page 256 of The Iliad? 

Response: A list of media file URLs to pages 251–261 of The Iliad. 

Audience 
Intended for Casual Clients of the API.  This transaction is meant to provide the adjacent pages that 
a user can view after jumping to a search result within a book.  It allows for RESTful implementation 
of search and browse functionality. 

Required Parameters 
− pProductIdType 
− pIDValue 
− pAbsPageNum 

 
Optional Parameters 

− pClientID 
− pLandingPageRange 

 

Code Sample 

Client Request 

To request links to the media files of the landing pages available before and after page 256 in The 
Iliad, build the following URL: 
 
http://example.com/onix/tr008?pProductIDType=15&pIDValue=9780679410751&pAbsPageNum=256 
 

Server Reply 
<ONIXTransaction xmlns="http://www.bisg.org/2008/11/book-drop/reference-names"> 
 <TransactionType>tr008</TransactionType> 
 <Product> 
  <RecordReference>0123456789</RecordReference>  
  <ProductResultSequence>1</ProductResultSequence> 
  <ProductIdentifier> 
   <ProductIDType>15</ProductIDType>  



Book Digitized Reading Online Protocol (BookDROP) Published: 
November 2008  

 

Page 20 Book Industry Study Group (BISG) / Association of American Publishers (AAP) 
   

 

   <IDValue>9780679410751</IDValue>  
  </ProductIdentifier> 
  <Page> 
   <PageName>240</PageName> 
   <AbsolutePageNumber>256</AbsolutePageNumber> 
   <PreviewAvailability>FR</PreviewAvailability> 
   <MediaFile> 
    <MediaFileInstance> 
    <MediaFileTypeCode>23</MediaFileTypeCode> 
     <MediaInstanceID>34922-A</MediaInstanceID> 
     <MediaFileFormatCode>03</MediaFileFormatCode> 
     <Measure> 
      <MeasureTypeCode>02</MeasureTypeCode> 
      <Measurement>600</Measurement> 
      <MeasureUnitCode>px</MeasureUnitCode> 
     </Measure> 
     <Measure> 
      <MeasureTypeCode>01</MeasureTypeCode> 
      <Measurement>800</Measurement> 
      <MeasureUnitCode>px</MeasureUnitCode> 
     </Measure> 
     <ImageResolution>300</ImageResolution> 
     <MediaFileLinkTypeCode>01</MediaFileLinkTypeCode> 
     <MediaFileLink><!--media file’s URL address--></MediaFileLink> 
    </MediaFileInstance> 
    <MediaFileInstance> 
     <MediaFileTypeCode>24</MediaFileTypeCode> 
     <MediaInstanceID>34922-B</MediaInstanceID> 
     <MediaFileFormatCode>03</MediaFileFormatCode> 
     <Measure> 
      <MeasureTypeCode>02</MeasureTypeCode> 
      <Measurement>600</Measurement> 
      <MeasureUnitCode>px</MeasureUnitCode> 
     </Measure> 
     <Measure> 
      <MeasureTypeCode>01</MeasureTypeCode> 
      <Measurement>800</Measurement> 
      <MeasureUnitCode>px</MeasureUnitCode> 
     </Measure> 
     <ImageResolution>300</ImageResolution> 
     <MediaFileLinkTypeCode>01</MediaFileLinkTypeCode> 
     <MediaFileLink><!--media file’s URL address--></MediaFileLink> 
       </MediaFileInstance> 
    <!-- MediaFileInstance is a repeating element --> 
      </MediaFile> 
  </Page> 
  <!--Page is a repeating element --> 
 </Product> 
</ONIXTransaction> 

 

3.3.9  <TR009>:  Browse by Sample Pages (UC-09) 

Get a list of media files for a group of pre-determined sample pages available for the specified book 
(e.g., cover, backcover, TOC, etc.), as chosen by the publisher. 
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Request: Where can I find links to all the sample pages made available from The Iliad.  

Response:  A list of media file URLs to the front cover, table of contents, first index page, and first 
pages from sections of The Iliad. 

Audience 
Intended for Casual Clients of the API.  This transaction is meant to provide the set of pages that any 
user can view within a book.  It allows for RESTful implementation of browse functionality. 

Required Parameters 
− pProductIdType 
− pIDValue 

 

Optional Parameters 
− pClientID 

Code Sample 

Client Request 

To request links to the media files of the sample pages available in The Iliad, build the following URL: 
 
http://example.com/onix/tr009?pProductIDType=15&pIDValue=9780679410751 

 

Server Reply 
<ONIXTransaction xmlns="http://www.bisg.org/2008/11/book-drop/reference-names"> 
 <TransactionType>tr009</TransactionType> 
 <Product>      
  <RecordReference>0123456789</RecordReference> 
  <ProductResultSequence>1</ProductResultSequence> 
  <ProductIdentifier>  
   <ProductIDType>15</ProductIDType>  
   <IDValue>9780679410751</IDValue>  
  </ProductIdentifier> 
  <Page> 
   <PageName>vii</PageName> 
   <PageTag> 
    <PageTagValue>PR</PageTagValue> 
    <PageTagDescription></PageTagDescription> 
   </PageTag> 
   <AbsolutePageNumber>16</AbsolutePageNumber> 
   <PreviewAvailability>FR</PreviewAvailability> 
   <MediaFile> 
    <MediaFileInstance> 
     <MediaFileTypeCode>23</MediaFileTypeCode> 
     <MediaInstanceID>34922-A</MediaInstanceID> 
     <MediaFileFormatCode>03</MediaFileFormatCode> 
     <Measure> 
      <MeasureTypeCode>02</MeasureTypeCode> 
      <Measurement>600</Measurement> 
      <MeasureUnitCode>px</MeasureUnitCode> 
     </Measure> 
     <Measure> 
      <MeasureTypeCode>01</MeasureTypeCode> 
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      <Measurement>800</Measurement> 
      <MeasureUnitCode>px</MeasureUnitCode> 
     </Measure> 
     <ImageResolution>300</ImageResolution> 
     <MediaFileLinkTypeCode>01</MediaFileLinkTypeCode> 
     <MediaFileLink><!--media file’s URL address--></MediaFileLink> 
    </MediaFileInstance> 
    <MediaFileInstance> 
     <MediaFileTypeCode>24</MediaFileTypeCode> 
     <MediaInstanceID>34922-B</MediaInstanceID> 
     <MediaFileFormatCode>03</MediaFileFormatCode> 
     <Measure> 
      <MeasureTypeCode>02</MeasureTypeCode> 
      <Measurement>600</Measurement> 
      <MeasureUnitCode>px</MeasureUnitCode> 
     </Measure> 
     <Measure> 
      <MeasureTypeCode>01</MeasureTypeCode> 
      <Measurement>800</Measurement> 
      <MeasureUnitCode>px</MeasureUnitCode> 
     </Measure> 
     <ImageResolution>300</ImageResolution> 
        <MediaFileLinkTypeCode>01</MediaFileLinkTypeCode> 
     <MediaFileLink><!--media file’s URL address--></MediaFileLink> 
    </MediaFileInstance> 
    <!-- MediaFileInstance is a repeating element --> 
   </MediaFile> 
  </Page> 
  <!--Page is a repeating element --> 
 </Product> 
</ONIXTransaction> 

3.3.10  <TR010>:  Enumerate Book Info 

Get information about a specific book in the archive.  The transaction returns a list of all 
components available, the last modification date of the different components of the book 
(metadata, pages, etc.) and the product preview rules. If the value BV is returned in the Access Level 
tags, a media file composite with the Book Viewer URL must be included in the response. 
 

Request: Return the modification dates and preview rules for a book?  

Response:  A list of the book’s modification dates and product preview rules.  

 

Audience 
Applicable for all users of the API 

Required Parameters 
− pProductIDType 
− pIDValue 

Optional Parameters 
− pClientID 
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Code Sample 

Client Request 

To request book info, build the following URL: 
 
http://example.com/onix/tr010?pProductIDType=15&pIDValue=9780679410751 

 
Server Reply 
<ONIXTransaction xmlns="http://www.bisg.org/2008/11/book-drop/reference-names"> 
 <TransactionType>tr010</TransactionType>  
 <Product> 
  <RecordReference>1234567890</RecordReference> 
  <ProductResultSequence>1</ProductResultSequence> 

   <ProductIdentifier> 
    <ProductIDType>15</ProductIDType>  

   <IDValue>9780679410751</IDValue> 
  </ProductIdentifier> 
  <ProductComponent> 
   <Component> 
    <ComponenType>MDT</ComponenType> 
    <LastModificationDate>20080308</LastModificationDate> 
   </Component> 
   <Component> 
    <componenType>PVR</componenType> 
    <LastModificationDate>20080318</LastModificationDate> 
   </Component> 
   <Component> 
    <ComponenType>MFL</ComponenType> 
    <LastModificationDate>20080308</LastModificationDate> 
   </Component> 
   <!-- Component is a repeating element --> 
  </ProductComponent> 
  <ProductPreviewRules> 
   <PercentViewable>20</PercentViewable> 
   <ViewingPeriod>30</ViewingPeriod> 
   <LandingPageRange>2</LandingPageRange> 
   <AllowPrint>N</AllowPrint> 
   <AllowCopy>N</AllowCopy> 
   <AllowSearch>Y</AllowSearch> 
   <CacheTimeToLive>360</CacheTimeToLive>  
   <AccessLevel>SP</AccessLevel> 
   <AccessLevel>BV</AccessLevel> 
   <!-- AccessLevel is a repeating element --> 
   <MediaFile> 
    <MediaFileInstance> 
    <MediaInstanceID>34922-A</MediaInstanceID> 
    <MediaFileLinkTypeCode>01</MediaFileLinkTypeCode> 
    <MediaFileLink><!--book viewer’s URL address--></MediaFileLink> 
    </MediaFileInstance> 
   </MediaFile> 
  </ProductPreviewRules> 
 </Product> 
</ONIXTransaction> 
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3.3.11  *<—>:  Get Full Page Media (UC-11) and Get Thumbnail Media (UC-12) 

Get full-page or thumbnail media (e.g., JPEG, PDF, etc.) of a specified book by page number. Pages 
are of sufficient quality for reading, but the publisher decides the quality, size, and media type. 
Thumbnails are not readable and are provided to give a visual feel for page content.  The availability 
of page and thumbnail media may be determined by the publisher based on the requesting system 
or any other criteria. 
 
Alternative versions of page and thumbnail media can also be delivered.  For any given media, the 
publisher may also concurrently offer alternate versions of the same; e.g., page image without 
illustrations. 

Request: The full-page image of pageID 256 of The Iliad.  

Response: A full page representation of the page corresponding to pageID 256, or the alternative 
content for pageID 256, of The Iliad. The available media types for a page will be 
clearly specified by the publisher in other transactions.  

 
No transaction required.  Retrieving actual media as required by UC-11 and UC-12 is accounted for 
in ONIX by direct URL links to the requested file; no transaction is required.  The exact URL link for 
each media file available is defined in the <MediaFileLink> tag found in Transactions tr002, tr003, 
tr005, tr007, tr008, and tr009.  
 
Similarly, the use case distinction requiring the explicit retrieval of fullpage files versus the explicit 
retrieval of thumbnail files does not require a separate transaction.  All available instances of a 
media file and their descriptions are served up in a list of <MediaFileInstance> tags.  The opportunity 
to decide which of these available instances is best suited for thumbnail, fullpage, or other purposes 
is defined by the MediaFileTypeCode and MediaFileFormatCode values. 

3.3.12  *<—>:  Get Highlighted Page Media (UC-14) 

This transaction is the same as get full-page media, returning a page image.  However, this page 
image has a search phrase highlighted.  This is accomplished by having the URL returned by the 
search result call (tr002 or tr003) return a URL with the search phrase as well as the image 
identification encoded in the URL.  When this URL is retrieved, the supplier will highlight the image 
using the search phrase information before returning it to the caller.   
 
Support for this capability is optional and is controlled by tr002 and tr003 returning the proper URL 
form when the pHighlightResults parameter is specified. 

Request: The full-page image of pageID 256 of The Iliad highlighted with the search phrase 
achilles.  

Response: A full page representation of the page corresponding to pageID 256, or the alternative 
content for pageID 256, of The Iliad with all instances of the word Achilles highlighted.  

 
No transaction required.  Retrieving actual media as required by UC-14 is accounted for in ONIX by 
direct URL links to the requested file; no transaction is required.  The exact URL link for each media 
file available is defined in the <MediaFileLink> tag found in Transactions tr002 and tr003.  
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3.3.13  Error Handling for Failed Transaction 

If a transaction is not possible or was not completed, an error reply is returned by the server instead 
of the normal transaction server reply. 
 
Request:  The request is one of the transactions defined above. 
Response:  The error code, comment, original transaction and a possible description. 
 
Audience 
Applicable for all users of the API 
 
Required Parameters 
Non-Applicable—the parameters are dependent on the original transaction. 
 
Code Sample 
Client Request—the request is independent of this transactional response and may be any 
transaction other than this. 

Server Reply 
<ONIXTransaction xmlns="http://www.bisg.org/2008/11/book-drop/reference-names"> 
 <TransactionType>tr001</TransactionType> 
 <ErrorCode>100</ErrorCode> 
 <ErrorComment></ErrorComment> 
 <ErrorDescription><![CDATA[  ]]></ErrorDescription> 
</ONIXTransaction> 

 
ErrorCodes and their meanings are defined in Appendix C. 

 
4  URL STRUCTURAL DEFINITION 
 

4.1  URL Structure 

 

 

 

http://samplepublisher.com/onix/transactioncode?param1=VALUE&param2=VALUE

domain of publisherÕs 
digital archive

name of 
service

name of specific 
transaction requested 

list of required and 
optional parameters 
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4.2  URL Parameters 

Parameter Name Transaction(s) Definition/Value 

pAbsPageBegin 05 When requesting book page images, this 
parameter enables retrieving a subset of 
pages and specifies the (inclusive) 
beginning page of the subset.  If this 
parameter is specified and pAbsPageEnd is 
not, all pages from the begin value will 
be returned.  First page is 1 (usually 
front cover) 

pAbsPageEnd 05 When requesting book page images, this 
parameter enables retrieving a subset of 
pages and specifies the (inclusive) 
ending page of the subset.  If this 
parameter is specified and pAbsPageBegin 
is not, all pages through the end value 
will be returned.  First page is 1 
(usually front cover) 

pAbsPageNum 08 Specifies a specific page in a title.  
First page is 1 (usually front cover) 

pAllResults 02, 03 If set to 1, display all results for each 
page in a search.  Otherwise just return 
the first result per page. 

pFormat 02 Restricts archive search results to a 
specific Media format.  Valid values 
include:codes from ONIX Lists 7 & 78 
(i.e., paperback = BC, mass market = 
BCB101) 

pHighlightResults 02, 03 When included and set = 1, requests that 
page URLs returned for a search include 
the search phrase encoded in the URL so 
that when the URL is requested the search 
phrase text page can be highlighted on 
the returned page image. 

pLandingPageRange 08 Number of pages forward and backward to 
use to constrain the results of tr008. 

pModifiedSince 04 Restricts the results of the Enumerate 
Archive transaction to books that have 
been modified on or since the provided 
date (date format: [yyyymmdd]) 

pProductIdType 
pIDValue 
 

03, 05, 07, 
08, 09, 10, 
11, 12, 13, 
14 

The ISBN13 of a title is specified with 
this parameter pair.  pProductIDType 
value of 3 is required for compliance. 
Support for other values is optional. The 
pIDValue specifies an ISBN13 value. 

pResultsRangeBegin 02, 03 When requesting search results, this 
parameter enables retrieving a subset of 
results and specifies the (inclusive) 
beginning value of the subset.  If this 
parameter is specified and 
pResultsRangeEnd is not, all results from 
the begin value will be returned. 
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Parameter Name Transaction(s) Definition/Value 

pResultsRangeEnd 02, 03 When requesting search results, this 
parameter enables retrieving a subset of 
results and specifies the (inclusive) 
ending value of the subset.  If this 
parameter is specified and 
pResultsRangeBegin is not, all results 
through the end value will be returned. 

pSearchPhrase 01, 02, 03 A phrase to search for within the 
applicable context.  Support for 
searching for a single word is required 
for compliance.  Multiple word search 
support is optional and specified by the 
implementor.  Filtering of common words 
(and, or) and handling of punctuation is 
also implementation specific. 

pClientID All An identifier supplied by the vendor to a 
client that specifies the identity of the 
client when calling the vendor’s 
implementation of this API. 

pVerboseMetaData 02, 03 Specifies the level of metadata returned 
in search results.  If equals 1 (verbose) 
the following additional metadata is 
included:  

Identifier 

Title 

Author 

Publisher 

Imprint 

Format 

Product Form 

BISAC Subject 

 

5  XML ELEMENT DESCRIPTIONS 
An ONIX for Web Transactions Server Reply Message can be regarded as having three component parts: 

1. the start of message 
2. the body of the message  
3. the end of message. 

 

EDItEUR is maintaining formal definitions of the ONIX for Web Transactions Product Information 
Message both in DTD and XML Schema format. The emphasis in these pages is on the use of the DTD, 
since this is the more widely used. Supplementary notes on the XML Schema definition are included 
wherever appropriate. 
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Start of the Message          

The start of message consists of a number of so-called “declarations”. 

If you are using the ONIX “reference names” (long names), an ONIX for Web Transactions Server Reply 
Information Message compliant with Release 1.0 should always begin with these three lines: 

<?xml version=”1.0” encoding=”UTF-8” standalone=”yes” ?> 
<!DOCTYPE ONIXMessage SYSTEM 
"http://www.editeur.org/onixwebtransactions/1.0/reference/onix-international.dtd"> 

 

If you are using short names, the message should begin with these three lines: 

<?xml version=”1.0” encoding=”UTF-8” standalone=”yes” ?> 
<!DOCTYPE ONIXmessage SYSTEM 
"http://www.editeur.org/onix/2.0/short/onix-international.dtd"> 

 

Agreement on whether short or reference/long names are to be used should be reached when the 
business relationship is set up between client and provider. 

A separate message is required for each transaction type. 

The mime type used for the transaction responses will be text/xml. 

5.1  Server Reply Record          

The body of an ONIX for Web Transactions Product Information Message consists of one transaction 
containing one or more Product or Media Files with no theoretical limit on the number of records.  The 
transaction starts with the ONIXTransaction tag. 

If you are using the ONIX “reference names” (long names) an upper case “T” should be used and the xml 
namespace included as follows: 

<ONIXTransaction xmlns="http://www.bisg.org/2008/11/book-drop/reference-names"> 

 
If you are using the ONIX short names a lower case “t” should be used and the xml namespace included 
as follows: 

<ONIXtransaction xmlns="http://www.bisg.org/2008/11/book-drop/short-names"> 

5.1.1  Transaction type 

This is a mandatory ONIX code that must be included at the beginning of every Server Reply and 
indicates the type of web call you are sending. Mandatory and non-repeating. 

Format Fixed-length, 2 letters followed by 3 numeric digits 

Code List Server Reply List 1 

Reference Name <TransactionType> 
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Short Tag <t201> 

Example tr001  Transaction 01 

5.1.2  Search Phrase 

The word or phrase used in a search. Mandatory and non-repeating. 

Format Variable-length, alphanumeric ASCII or Unicode string 

Reference Name <SearchPhrase> 

Short Tag <t202> 

Example Achilles 

5.1.3  Total Matching Products 

Total number of products that contain at least one instance of the search phrase. 

Format Variable length, numeric, suggested maximum of 15 characters 

Reference Name <TotalMatchingProducts>  

Short Tag <t203> 

Example 6 

5.1.4  Total Matching Pages 

Total number of pages that contain at least one instance of the search phrase. 

Format Variable length, numeric, suggested maximum of 15 characters 

Reference Name <TotalMatchingPages>  

Short Tag <t204> 

Example 32 

5.1.5  Product Results Count 

Number of <products> returned within the <ONIXTransaction> 

Format Variable length, numeric, suggested maximum of 15 characters 

Reference Name <ProductResultsCount>  

Short Tag <t205> 

Example 6 
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5.1.6  Product Composite 

A product is described by a group of data elements beginning with an XML label <Product> and ending 
with an XML label </Product>. The entire group of data elements which is enclosed between these two 
labels constitutes an ONIX product record. The product record is the fundamental unit within an ONIX 
Product Information message. In almost every case, each product record describes an individually 
tradable item, and within this standard, a book. 

Reference Name <Product>  

Short Tag <product> 

5.1.6.1  RECORD REFERENCE NUMBER 

For every product, you must choose a single number which will uniquely identify the Information record 
which you send out about that product, and which will remain as its permanent identifier every time you 
send an update. It doesn’t matter what number you choose, provided that it is unique and permanent. 
This number doesn’t really identify the product—even though you may choose to use the ISBN or 
another product identifier—it identifies your information record about the product, so that the person 
to whom you are sending an update can match it with what you have previously sent. A good way of 
generating numbers that are not part of a recognized product identification scheme but can be 
guaranteed to be unique is to preface the number with an Internet domain name that is registered to 
your organization. 

This field is optional and non-repeating. 

Format  Variable-length, alphanumeric, suggested maximum length 32 characters. 

Reference name  <RecordReference> 

Short tag  <a001> 

Example  8474339790 

5.1.6.2  PRODUCT RESULT SEQUENCE 

Sequence number giving order to the list of <products> returned in the <ONIXTransaction>. Optional 
and non-repeating. 

Format  Variable-length, numeric, suggested maximum length 15 characters. 

Reference name  <ProductResultSequence> 

Short tag  <t101> 

Example  25 
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5.1.6.3  PRODUCT MATCHING PAGES 

Count of the number of pages returned for a product in a search transaction. Mandatory and non-
repeating. 

Format  Variable-length, numeric. 

Reference name  <ProductMatchingPages> 

Short tag  <t207> 

Example  25 

5.1.6.4  PRODUCT IDENTIFIER COMPOSITE 

A repeatable group of data elements hat together define the identifier of a product in accordance with a 
specified scheme, allowing new types of product identifier to be included without defining additional 
data elements. In particular, the composite allows proprietary identifiers (SKUs) assigned by wholesalers 
or vendors to be sent as part of the ONIX record. 

ISBN-13 numbers in their unhyphenated form constitute a range of EAN.UCC-13 numbers that has been 
reserved for the international book trade. It has been agreed by ONIX national groups that it will be 
mandatory in an ONIX <Product> record for any item carrying an ISBN-13 to include the ISBN-13 labeled 
as an EAN.UCC number (ProductIDType code 03), since this is how the ISBN-13 will be universally used in 
trading transactions. For many ONIX applications this will also be sufficient. 

For some ONIX applications, however, particularly when data is to be supplied to the library sector, 
there may be reasons why the ISBN-13 must also be sent labeled distinctively as an ISBN-13 
(ProductIDType code 15). 

For use within this standard, a pProductIDType value of 3 with the IDValue containing the ISBN13 is 
required for compliance. Support for other values is optional. 

Reference name  <ProductIdentifier> 

Short tag  <productidentifier> 

5.1.6.4.1  Product Identifier Type Code 

An ONIX code identifying the scheme from which the identifier in the <IDValue> element is taken. 
Mandatory in each occurrence of the <ProductIdentifier> composite, and non-repeating. 

Format  Fixed-length, 2 numeric digits 

Code list  ONIX List 5 

Reference name  <ProductIDType> 
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Short tag  <b221> 

Example  15  ISBN-13 

5.1.6.4.2  Identifier Value 

An identifier of the type specified in the <ProductIDType> element. Mandatory in each occurrence of 
the <ProductIdentifier> composite, and non-repeating. 

Format  According to the identifier type specified in <ProductIDType> 

Reference name  <IDValue> 

Short tag  <b244> 

Example  9788474339790 

5.1.6.5  ACTION COMPOSITE 

This group of data elements describes actions to take with the media files for a product. 

Reference Name <Action> 

Short Tag <action> 

5.1.6.5.1  Action Type 

The action type indicates whether the product has been modified or if it should be added to or deleted 
from the archive. Changes to the archive should be reflected in the enumeration for 3 months. 

Format  Fixed-length, 1 alpha character 

Code List Server Reply List 2 

Reference name  <ActionType> 

Short tag <t220> 

Example A Add 

5.1.6.5.2  Action Date 

The date an action is effective. 

Format  Fixed-length, 8 numeric digits, YYYYMMDD 

Reference name  <ActionDate> 

Short tag <t206> 

Example 20080428 
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5.1.6.6  PRODUCT COMPONENT COMPOSITE 

This repeatable group of data elements describes each component that is being sent in the web call. 

Reference name  <ProductComponent> 

Short tag  <productcomponent> 

5.1.6.6.1  Component composite 

This repeatable group of data elements identifies each component type and its last modification date. 

Reference name  <Component> 

Short tag  <component> 

5.1.6.6.1.1  Product Component Type  

Identifies the component sent in the transaction. For example: Metadata, Book Media, Book Tags, Book 
Text, Preview Rules, Any (where Any is the latest of any of these dates). 

Format  Fixed-length, 3 alpha characters 

Code List Server Reply List 3 

Reference name  <ComponentType> 

Short tag <t217> 

Example MDT metadata 

 MFL media file 

5.1.6.6.1.2  Last Modification Date 

Last date component was modified. 

Format  Fixed-length, 8 numeric digits, YYYYMMDD 

Reference name  <LastModificationDate> 

Short tag <t208> 

Example 20080428  

5.1.6.7  PRODUCT PREVIEW RULES COMPOSITE 

This group of data elements describes the business rules for allowing preview of product content. 

Reference name  <ProductPreviewRules> 

Short tag <productpreviewrules> 



Book Digitized Reading Online Protocol (BookDROP) Published: 
November 2008  

 

Page 34 Book Industry Study Group (BISG) / Association of American Publishers (AAP) 
   

 

5.1.6.7.1  Percent Viewable          

Percent of a product that a client is allowed to be shown.  This number is used by Professional Clients to 
determine how much content to allow a user of their website to view.  The website must track the usage 
for each user and allow only up to the specified percentage of pages of any product to be viewed within 
the specified viewing period.  The percentage is computed against the number of pages returned by the 
Enumerate Book Page Images transaction (tr005). 

Format  Variable-length, suggested maximum three numeric digits 

Reference name  <PercentViewable> 

Short tag <t209> 

Example 20 

5.1.6.7.2  Viewing Period 

The number of days that the percent viewable value is evaluated against.  The viewing period is a 
moving window of the number of days during which a user of a professional client website can view the 
specified percentage of a book. 

Format  Variable-length, numeric, suggested maximum of 4 characters 

Reference name  <ViewingPeriod> 

Short tag <t210> 

Example 60 

5.1.6.7.3  Landing Page Range 

Number of pages forward and backward that a client is allowed to view from a search result.  This value 
is used to determine the number of pages before and after a search result returned by the Browse by 
Context Pages transaction (tr008).  It is provided for use by Casual Client implementations.  The pages 
returned will generally be part of a freely available excerpt. 

Format  Variable length numeric, suggested maximum length 6 digits 

Reference name  <LandingPageRange> 

Short tag <t211> 

Example 2 
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5.1.6.7.4  Allow Print 

Indicates whether the publisher allows printing of a page returned by the API. 

Format  fixed-length, alpha 1 character 

Code List Server Reply List 4 

Reference name  <AllowPrint> 

Short tag <t212> 

Example Y Yes 

5.1.6.7.5  Allow Copy 

Indicates whether the publisher allows copying and pasting of a page returned by the API. 

Format  fixed-length, alpha 1 character 

Code List Server Reply List 4 

Reference name  <AllowCopy> 

Short tag <t213> 

Example Y Yes 

5.1.6.7.6  Allow Search 

Indicates whether the publisher allows search within a product (book). 

Format  fixed-length, alpha 1 character 

Code List Server Reply List 5 

Reference name  <AllowSearch> 

Short tag <t214> 

Example Y Yes 

5.1.6.7.7  Cache Time to Live 

Number of days that the book’s pages may be cached on a host server (0 = no caching, -1 = no limit) 

Format  Variable-length, numeric, suggested maximum of 4 digits 

Reference name  <CacheTimeToLive> 

Short tag <t215> 

Example 360 360 days 
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5.1.6.7.8  Access Level 

There are 3 levels of access: Book Viewer URL (BV), Sample Pages (SP), Full Enumeration (FE) or All. The 
Access Level tag describes which levels are supported.  The supplier can support different access levels 
for different clients.   

Sample Pages access includes support for transactions tr001, tr002, tr003, tr004, tr010, tr006, tr008, and 
tr009 as well as media access to media files returned by those transactions. 

Full Enumeration access includes support for all transactions and the media files returned by those 
transactions. 

Book viewer access provides a Book viewer that can display the related product.  If this level is provided, 
the Media File composite must be included in the server reply with the URL to the book viewer.   

Optional and Repeatable. 

Format  Variable-length, numeric, suggested maximum of 4 digits 

Code List Server Reply List 8 

Reference name  <AccessLevel> 

Short tag <t216> 

Example BV Book viewer 

5.1.6.8  PRODUCT FORM CODE 

An ONIX code that indicates the primary form of the product. Optional and repeatable. 

Format  Fixed-length, two letters  

Code List ONIX List 7 

Reference name  <ProductForm> 

Short tag  <b012> 

Example  BC paperback/softback 

5.1.6.9  PRODUCT FORM DETAIL 

An ONIX code that provides added detail of the medium and/or format of the product. Optional and 
repeatable. 

Format  Fixed-length, four characters: one letter followed by three numeric digits 

Code List ONIX List 78 

Reference name  <ProductFormDetail> 
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Short tag  <b333> 

Example  B101 mass market 

5.1.6.10  TITLE COMPOSITE 

A repeatable group of data elements that together give the text of a title and specify its type. If there is 
a subtitle, it should not be sent as part of the title text, but as a separate <Subtitle> element, The <Title> 
element may carry any of the following ONIX attributes: textformat, language, transliteration, textcase, 
where these are shared by all text elements within the composite. 

Reference name  <Title> 

Short tag  <title> 

5.1.6.10.1  Title Type 

An ONIX code indicating the type of a title. Mandatory in each occurrence of the <Title> composite, and 
non-repeating. Additional types of title can now be defined by adding code values without requiring a 
new ONIX release. 

Format  Fixed-length, two numeric digits 

Code List ONIX List 15 

Reference name  <TitleType> 

Short tag  <b202> 

Example  01 distinctive title 

5.1.6.10.2  Title Text 

<TitleType> code; and excluding the subtitle, if any. Optional and non-repeating: see text at the head of 
the <Title> composite for details of valid title text options. The <TitleText> element may carry any of the 
following ONIX attributes: textformat, language, transliteration, textcase. 

Format  Variable-length text, suggested maximum 300 characters 

Reference name  <TitleText> 

Short tag  <b203> 

Example  Nicholas Nickleby 

5.1.6.10.3  Subtitle 

The full text of a subtitle, if any. “Subtitle” means any added words which appear with the title given in 
an occurrence of the <Title> composite, and which amplify and explain the title, but are not considered 
to be part of the title itself. Optional and non-repeating. The <Subtitle> element may carry any of the 
following ONIX attributes: textformat, language, transliteration, textcase. 
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Format  Variable-length text, suggested maximum 300 characters 

Reference name  <Subtitle> 

Short tag  <b029> 

Example  The Russian Revolution 1891–1924 

5.1.6.11  CONTRIBUTOR COMPOSITE 

A group of data elements that together describe a personal or corporate contributor to a content item. 

Reference name  <Contributor> 

Short tag  <contributor> 

5.1.6.11.1  Contributor role 

An ONIX code indicating the role played by a person or corporate body in the creation of the product. 
Mandatory in each occurrence of a <Contributor> composite, and may be repeated if the same person 
or corporate body has more than one role in relation to the product.  

Format  Fixed-length, one letter and two numeric digits 

Code List  ONIX List 17 

Reference name  <ContributorRole> 

Short tag  <b035> 

Example  A01 Author 

5.1.6.11.2  Names before Key 

The name of a person who contributed to the creation of the product: name(s) and/or initial(s) 
preceding a person’s key name(s). Optional and non-repeating. 

Format  Variable-length text, suggested maximum length 100 characters 

Reference name  <NamesBeforeKey> 

Short tag  <b039> 

Example  James J.  

5.1.6.11.3  Key Names 

The fourth part of a structured name of a person who contributed to the creation of the product: key 
name(s), i.e., the name elements normally used to open an entry in an alphabetical list, e.g.,  Smith or 
Garcia Marquez or Madonna or Francis de Sales (in Saint Francis de Sales). Optional and non-repeating. 
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Format  Variable-length text, suggested maximum length 100 characters 

Reference name  <KeyNames> 

Short tag  <b040> 

Example  Jones 

5.1.6.11.4  Corporate Name 

The name of a corporate body that contributed to the creation of the product, unstructured. Optional 
and non-repeating. 

Format  Variable-length text, suggested maximum length 200 characters 

Reference name  <CorporateName> 

Short tag  <b047> 

Example  Good Housekeeping Institute 

5.1.6.12  BISAC MAIN SUBJECT CATEGORY 

A BISAC subject category code that identifies the main subject of the product. Optional and non-
repeating. Additional BISAC subject category codes may be sent using the <Subject> composite. Note 
that the data element reference name was assigned during a period when the BISAC name had been 
changed to “BASIC”. The name has now officially reverted to “BISAC”, but the ONIX data element name 
cannot be changed for reasons of upwards compatibility. 

Format  Fixed-length, three upper-case letters and six numeric digits. 

Code List BISAC Subject Heading Code List 

Reference name  <BASICMainSubject> 

Short tag  <b064> 

Example  FIC000000 

5.1.6.13  IMPRINT COMPOSITE 

A repeatable group of data elements that together identify an imprint or brand under which the product 
is marketed. The composite must carry either a name code or a name or both. 

Reference name  <Imprint> 

Short tag  <imprint> 
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5.1.6.13.1  Name Code Type 

An ONIX code that identifies the scheme from which the value in the <NameCodeValue> element is 
taken. Optional and non-repeating, but mandatory if the <Imprint> composite does not carry an 
<ImprintName>. 

Format  Fixed-length, two numeric digits. 

Code list  ONIX List 44 

Reference name  <NameCodeType> 

Short tag  <b241> 

Example  02  Proprietary 

5.1.6.13.2  Name Type Code Name 

A name that identifies a proprietary name code when the code in <NameCodeType> indicates a 
proprietary scheme, e.g., a bibliographic agency’s own code. Optional and non-repeating. 

Format  Free text, suggested maximum length 50 characters 

Reference name  <NameCodeTypeName> 

Short tag  <b242> 

Example 

5.1.6.13.3  Name Code Value 

A code value taken from the scheme specified in <NameCodeType>. Mandatory if and only if 
<NameCodeType> is present, and non-repeating. 

Format  Determined by the scheme specified in <NameCodeType> 

Reference name  <NameCodeValue> 

Short tag  <b243> 

Example 

5.1.6.13.4  Imprint or Brand Name 

The name of an imprint or brand under which the product is issued, as it appears on the product. 
Mandatory if there is no name code in an occurrence of the <Imprint> composite, and optional if a 
name code is included. Non-repeating. 

Format  Variable length text, suggested maximum length 100 characters. 

Reference name  <ImprintName> 
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Short tag  <b079> 

Example  Secker & Warburg 

5.1.6.14  PUBLISHER COMPOSITE 

A repeatable group of data elements that together identify an entity associated with the publishing of a 
product. The composite will allow additional publishing roles to be introduced without adding new 
fields. Each occurrence of the composite must carry a publishing role code and either a name code or a 
name or both.  Optional and non-repeatable. 

Reference name  <Publisher> 

Short tag   <publisher> 

5.1.6.14.1  Publishing Role Code 

An ONIX code that identifies a role played by an entity in the publishing of a product. Optional and non-
repeating. The default if the element is omitted is “publisher”. 

Format    Fixed-length, two numeric digits. 

Code list   List 45 

Reference name  <PublishingRole> 

Short tag   <b291> 

Example   02 

5.1.6.14.2  Name Code Type 

An ONIX code that identifies the scheme from which the value in the <NameCodeValue> element is 
taken. Optional and non-repeating, but mandatory if the <Publisher> composite does not carry a 
<PublisherName>. 

Format    Fixed-length, two numeric digits. 

Code list   List 44 

Reference name  <NameCodeType> 

Short tag   <b241> 

Example   03 Deutsche Bibliothek publisher identifier 

5.1.6.14.3  Name Code Type Name 

A name that identifies a proprietary name code when the code in <NameCodeType> indicates a 
proprietary scheme, e.g. a bibliographic agency’s own code. Optional and non-repeating. 
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Format    Free text, suggested maximum length 50 characters 

Reference name  <NameCodeTypeName> 

Short tag   <b242> 

Example 

5.1.6.14.4  Name Code Value 

A code value taken from the scheme specified in <NameCodeType>. Mandatory if and only if 
<NameCodeType> is present, and non-repeating. 

Format    Determined by the scheme specified in <NameCodeType> 

Reference name  <NameCodeValue> 

Short tag   <b243> 

Example 

5.1.6.14.5  Publisher Name 

The name of an entity associated with the publishing of a product. Mandatory if there is no name code 
in an occurrence of the <Publisher> composite, and optional if a name code is included. Non-repeating. 

Format    Variable length text, suggested maximum length 100 characters. 

Reference name  <PublisherName> 

Short tag   <b081> 

Example   Reed International Books 

5.1.6.15  PAGE COMPOSITE 

A repeatable group of data elements that describes each page. Optional. 

Reference name  <Page> 

Short tag  <page> 

5.1.6.15.1  Page Name 

The page number printed on the page of the physical book. Optional and non-repeating. 

Format  Variable length alpha-numeric.  Suggested maximum of 6 digits. 

Reference name  <PageName> 

Short tag  <t221> 

Example  vii  
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5.1.6.15.2  Page Tag Composite 

A repeatable group of data elements that describes the usage of a page within the book. Optional. 

Reference name  <PageTag> 

Short tag  <pagetag> 

5.1.6.15.2.1   Page Tag Value 

A section name or title corresponding to the page. Required in each occurrence of the PageTag 
composite and non-repeating. 

Format  Variable-length text, maximum length 5 characters 

Code List Server Reply List 6 

Reference name  <PageTagValue> 

Short tag  <t222> 

Examples  PR, CH  

5.1.6.15.2.2  Page Tag Description 

If the <PageName> or <PageTagValue> does not adequately describe the page, a short text description 
may be added. Optional in each occurrence of the Page Tag composite and non-repeating. Required if 
<PageName> value is “OT”. 

Format  Variable-length text, suggested maximum length 100 characters 

Reference name  <PageTagDescription> 

Short tag  <t223> 

Examples  First Line of Poem, Chapter 1 

5.1.6.15.3  Absolute Page Number 

The number of the page in the physical book, counting the cover as page 1. Mandatory in each 
occurrence of the page composite and non-repeating. 

Format  Variable length numeric, suggested maximum length 6 digits 

Reference name  <AbsolutePageNumber> 

Short tag  <t224> 

Example  16 
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5.1.6.15.4  Preview Availability 

Indicates how business rules should be applied to when the page can be displayed.  Optional in each 
occurrence of the page composite and non-repeating. 

Format  Fixed-length alpha, 2 characters 

Code List Server Reply List 7 

Reference name  <PreviewAvailability> 

Short tag  <t225> 

Example  FR Free 

5.1.6.15.5  Search Results Count 

The number of matches for the search phrase on a page. This will return the actual number of matches 
for the page.  Only the <SearchResultMatches> (text snippet) for the first page will be returned unless 
the caller has invoked the pAllResults parameter, which would cause the all the text matches for each 
page to be returned. Required in search result transactions (tr002, tr003); appears in each occurrence of 
the page composite. 

Format  Variable length, comma separated numeric, suggested maximum of 15 
characters 

Reference name  <SearchResultCount> 

Short tag  <t226> 

Example  132  

5.1.6.15.6  Search Results Matches Composite 

Group of data elements that contains a repeatable <OtherText> value for each match returned. The 
default is to return the first result per page returned, unless the caller invokes the pAllResults parameter 
which would cause the supplier to return all matches for each page. Optional in each occurrence of the 
page composite. 

Reference name  <SearchResultMatches> 

Short tag  <t227> 

5.1.6.15.7  Other Text Composite         

An optional and repeatable group of data elements that includes text related to the product. 

Reference name  <OtherText> 

Short tag  <othertext> 
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5.1.6.15.7.1  Other Text Type Code 

An ONIX code that identifies the type of text which is sent in the <Text> element.  Mandatory in each 
occurrence of the <OtherText> composite and non-repeating.  All text used with this API should be sent 
within the transaction.  The TextLink mechanism of ONIX should not be used. 

Format  Fixed-length, two characters 

Code List ONIX List 33  

Reference name  <TextTypeCode> 

Short tag  <d102> 

Example  35 Matching Text 

5.1.6.15.7.2  Other Text Format   

An ONIX code that identifies the format of text which is sent in the <Text> element.  It is recommended 
to use a “textformat” attribute in the <Text> element for this purpose, when the text is sent in the 
ONIX record. The use of XHTML tags in any data element should be signaled by specifying the value of 
the “textformat” attribute to be "04" (see Section 4) in the start tag of the data element in question, 
e.g.,  <Text textformat=”05”>... XHTML-tagged text ... ...</Text>. Optional and non-repeating. 

Format  Fixed-length, two numeric digits 

Code List ONIX List 34  

Reference name  <TextFormat> 

Short tag  <d103> 

Example  05 XHTML 

5.1.6.15.7.3  Other Text 

The text specified in the <TextTypeCode> element sent in full as part of the ONIX record.  The <Text> 
element must be present in any occurrence of the <OtherText> composite. Non-repeating. The <Text> 
element may carry any of the following ONIX attributes: textformat, language, transliteration, textcase. 

Format  Variable length text (XHTML is enabled in this element—see ONIX for Books—
Product Information Message— XML Message Specification, Section 7) 

Reference name  <Text> 

Short tag  <d104> 
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Example  Introduction: aesthetics and modernity; aesthetics and post-modernity. Part 1 
Modern philosophy and the emergence of aesthetic theory—Kant: self 
consciousness, knowledge and freedom; the unity of the subject; the 

 unification of nature; the purpose of beauty; the limits of beauty. Part 2 

5.1.6.15.8  Media File Composite 

A repeatable group of data elements that together identify and provide pointers to all media files 
related to the product. Optional and repeatable. 

Reference name  <MediaFile> 

Short tag  <mediafile> 

5.1.6.15.8.1  Media File Instance Composite 

A repeatable group of data elements that together identify and provide pointers to each media file 
related to the product. Mandatory and repeatable in each occurrence of the Media File composite. 

Reference name  <MediaFileInstance> 

Short tag  <mediafileinstance> 

5.1.6.15.8.1.1  MEDIA FILE INSTANCE IDENTIFIER 
For every media file, you may choose a single number that will uniquely identify the Information record 
which you send out about that media file, and which will remain as its permanent identifier every time 
you send an update. Optional in each instance of the Media File Instance composite. 

Format  Variable-length, alphanumeric, suggested maximum length 32 characters. 

Reference name  <MediaFileInstance ID> 

Short tag  <f501> 

Example  34922-A 

5.1.6.15.8.1.2  MEDIA FILE TYPE CODE 
An ONIX code that identifies the type of image/audio/video file which is linked by the <MediaFileLink> 
element. Mandatory in each occurrence of the <MediaFile> composite, and non-repeating. 

Format  Fixed-length, two characters  

Code list  List 38 

Reference name  <MediaFileTypeCode> 

Short tag  <f114> 

Example  23 Inside page image 
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5.1.6.15.8.1.3  MEDIA FILE FORMAT CODE 
An ONIX code that identifies the format of the image/audio/video file which is linked by the 
<MediaFileLink> element. For image files, JPEG, GIF, and TIF are supported. Mandatory and non-
repeating. 

Format  Fixed-length, two numeric digits 

Code list  List 39 

Reference name  <MediaFileFormatCode> 

Short tag  <f115> 

Example  03 JPEG 

5.1.6.15.8.1.4  IMAGE FILE RESOLUTION 
The resolution of an image file that is linked by the <MediaFileLink> element, expressed as dots or pixels 
per inch. Optional and non-repeating. 

Format  Variable-length integer, suggested maximum length 6 digits 

Reference name  <ImageResolution> 

Short tag  <f259> 

Example  300  

5.1.6.15.8.1.5  MEASURE COMPOSITE 
An optional and repeatable group of data elements that together identify a measurement and the units 
in which it is expressed. 

Reference name  <Measure> 

Short tag  <measure> 

5.1.6.15.8.1.5.1  Measure Type Code 
An ONIX code indicating the dimension that is specified by an occurrence of the measure composite. 
Mandatory in each occurrence of the <Measure> composite, and non-repeating. 

Format  Fixed-length, two numeric digits 

Code List List 48 

Reference name  <MeasureTypeCode> 

Short tag  <c093> 

Example  01 height 

 02 width  
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5.1.6.15.8.1.5.2  Measurement 
The number that represents the dimension specified in <MeasureTypeCode> in the measure units 
specified in <MeasureUnitCode>. Mandatory in each occurrence of the <Measure> composite, and non-
repeating. 

Format  Variable length real number, with an explicit decimal point when required, 
suggested maximum length 6 characters including a decimal point. 

Reference name  <Measurement> 

Short tag  <c094> 

Example  600 

5.1.6.15.8.1.5.3  Measure Unit Code 
An ONIX code indicating the measure unit in which dimensions are given. Mandatory in each occurrence 
of the <Measure> composite, and non-repeating. This element must follow the dimension to which the 
measure unit applies. 

Format  Fixed-length, two letters 

Code List ONIX List 50 

Reference name  <MeasureUnitCode> 

Short tag  <c095> 

Example  px pixels 

5.1.6.15.8.1.6  MEDIA FILE LINK TYPE 
An ONIX code that identifies the type of link which is given in the <MediaFileLink> element, for example 
a URL, DOI, filename etc. Mandatory in each occurrence of the <MediaFileInstance> composite, and 
non-repeating. 

Format  Fixed-length, two numeric digits 

Code List List 40 

Reference name  <MediaFileLinkTypeCode> 

Short tag  <f116> 

Example  06 Filename 

5.1.6.15.8.1.7  MEDIA FILE LINK 
A link to the media file specified by the <MediaFileTypeCode>, using the link type specified by the 
<MediaFileLinkTypeCode>. Mandatory in each occurrence of the <MediaFileInstance> composite, and 
non-repeating. 
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Format  Variable-length text, suggested maximum length 300 characters 

Reference name  <MediaFileLink> 

Short tag  <f117> 

Example  media file’s URL address 

5.2  End of Message 

The end of message “trailer” is a single line: 

</ONIXTransaction> 

5.3  Using XHTML, HTML, SGML or XML in ONIX text fields 

5.3.1  XHTML (Version 1.0 or later) 

The ONIX Product Information Message DTD enables the inclusion of XHTML-tagged text in specific data 
elements where this has been deemed appropriate. In these cases the data element may contain any 
well-formed fragment of XHTML-tagged text with the following restrictions: 

(a) It must be the case that, if the fragment were to be placed in an otherwise empty <body> 
element in an XHTML document, the resulting document would be valid; 

(b) The fragment may not include any XHTML forms, script or document revision elements; 

(c) The fragment may not use “event” attributes and others that may affect browser behavior. 

The intention of these restrictions is to prevent the unwitting or malicious transmittal of viruses in ONIX 
messages. 

The use of XHTML tags in any data element should be signaled by specifying the value of the 
“textformat” attribute to be "04" (see Section 4) in the start tag of the data element in question, e.g., 

<Text textformat=”04”>... XHTML-tagged text ... ...</Text> 

NOTE—The use of ISO special character tags as described in Section 6 is valid in data elements that 
contain XHTML tags, provided the ONIX message contains a DTD declaration. However, if an XHTML-
tagged fragment containing such special character tags is copied from an ONIX message into an XHTML 
document, the special character tags should be replaced with the corresponding Unicode character 
references as defined in the relevant modules of the DTD—otherwise the resulting XHTML document 
will generally be invalid. 

The elements in the ONIX Product Information Message for which XHTML tagging is enabled are: 

PR.7 <WebsiteDescription> (and in all occurrences of this element in other contexts) 

PR.8 <BiographicalNote> 
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PR.15 <Annotation> 

<MainDescription 

<Text> 

<ReviewQuote> 

PR.16 <TextWithDownload> 

<DownloadCaption> 

<DownloadCredit> 

<DownloadCopyrightNotice> 

<DownloadTerms> 

<ProductWebsiteDescription> 

PR.17 <PrizeJury> 

ONIX for Books, Product Information Message XML message specification Release 2.1, revision 02 24 July 
2004, revised February 2005 

5.3.2  HTML (Version 4.0 or earlier) 

The inclusion of text tagged in accordance with HTML version 4.0 or earlier in an ONIX data element is 
possible using one of the two methods described below for SGML-tagged text, but this is now 
deprecated. In the event that HTML is included in either of these ways, the "textformat" attribute on the 
start tag for the element should be specified with the value "02" (HTML, other than XHTML). 

5.3.3  Other SGML or XML 

There are two methods for including SGML- or XML-tagged text in an ONIX data element. 

Method 1. The "textformat" attribute on the start tag for the element should be specified with the value 
"01" (SGML) or "03" (XML). The “<” character at the start of every SGML or XML element start and end 
tag is replaced by its entity reference as described in the previous section. For example: 

<Text textformat=”03”>&lt;para>XML-tagged review quotation... 

&lt;emph>emphasized text&lt;/emph> ...&lt;/para></Text> 

The advantage with this method is that a conforming XML system will recognize any special character 
entity references in the XHTML- or HTML-tagged text. 

Method 1 is the recommended method for including SGML- or XML-tagged data. 
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NOTE —The technique of replacing the “<” symbol by “&lt;” is often referred to as “escaping” the 
associated tag. While in principle it is also possible to “escape” special character entity references in the 
same manner (e.g., “&eacute;” replaced by “&amp;eacute;”), in practice this is considered to be neither 
necessary nor desirable, since in normal conditions it prevents these characters from being displayed 
correctly. Escaping entity references is therefore not recommended. 

 

Method 2. The "textformat" attribute on the start tag for the element should be specified with the value 
"01" (SGML) or "03" (XML). The entire text of the data element is enclosed within an XML “CDATA 
Section” (see Section 2.7 of the XML 1.0 Recommendation). For example: 

<Text textformat=”02”><![CDATA[<para>XML-tagged review quotation... 

<emph>text in italics</emph> ...</para>]]></Text> 

A conforming XML system will not recognize any XML markup tags inside a CDATA Section. In particular, 
it will not recognize special character entity references. Any SGML- or XML-tagged text included in a 
CDATA Section must therefore be extracted from the ONIX message before it can be checked for tagging 
errors. 

Because of this limitation, Method 2 is not recommended. 
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Appendix A XML Element Reference 

Reference  Name Short Tag 
New or existing 
in ONIX? 

<AbsolutePageNumber> <t224> New 

<AccessLevel> <t216> New 

<Action> <action> New 

<ActionDate> <t206> New 

<ActionType> <t220> New 

<AllowCopy> <t213> New 

<AllowPrint> <t212> New 

<AllowSearch> <t214> New 

<BASICMainSubject> <b064> Existing 

<CacheTimeToLive> <t215> New 

<ComponentType> <t217> New 

<Contributor> <contributor> Existing 

<ContributorRole> <b035> Existing 

<CorporateName> <b047> Existing 

<CorrespondingPage> <t219> New 

<DownloadCaption> <f119> Existing 

<DownloadCredit> <f120> Existing 

<DownloadTerms> <f122> Existing 

<IDValue> <b244> Existing 

<ImageResolution> <f259> Existing 

<KeyNames> <b040> Existing 

<LandingPageRange> <t211> New 

<LastModificationDate> <t208> New 

<Measure> <measure> 
Existing 

<Measurement> <c094> 
Existing 

<MeasureTypeCode> <c093> 
Existing 

<MeasureUnitCode> <c095> 
Existing 
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Reference  Name Short Tag 
New or existing 
in ONIX? 

<MediaFile> <mediafile> 
Existing 

<MediaFileCoordinates> <f502> New 

<MediaFileDate> <f373> 
Existing 

<MediaFileFormatCode> <f115> 
Existing 

<MediaFileLink> <f117> 
Existing 

<MediaFileLinkTypeCode> <f116> 
Existing 

<MediaFileName> <f503> New 

<MediaFileTypeCode> <f114> 
Existing 

<MediaInstanceID> <f501> New 

<NameCodeType> <b241> Existing 

<NameCodeTypeName> <b242> Existing 

<NameCodeValue> <b243> Existing 

<NamesBeforeKey> <b039> Existing 

<OtherText> <othertext> 
Existing 

<Page> <page> New 

<PageName> <t221> New 

<PageTag> <pagetag> New 

<PageTagDescription> <t223> New 

<PageTagValue> <t222> New 

<PercentViewable> <t209> New 

<PreviewAvailability> <t225> New 

<Product> <product> 
Existing 

<ProductComponents> <productcomponent> New 

<ProductForm> <b012> Existing 

<ProductFormDetail> <b333> Existing 

<ProductIdentifier> <productidentifier> Existing 

<ProductIDType> <b221> Existing 

<ProductMatchingPages> <t207> New 

<ProductPreviewRules> <productpreviewrules> New 

<ProductResultsCount> <t205> New 

<ProductResultSequence> <t101> 
New 

<Publisher> <publisher> 
Existing 
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Reference  Name Short Tag 
New or existing 
in ONIX? 

<PublisherName> <b081> 
Existing 

<PublishingRole> <b291> 
Existing 

<RecordReference> <a001> 
Existing 

<SearchPhrase> <t202> New 

<SearchResultCount> <t226> New 

<SearchResultMatches> <t227> New 

<Subtitle> <b029> 
Existing 

<Text> <d104> 
Existing 

<TextFormat> <d103> 
Existing 

<TextLink> <d106> 
Existing 

<TextLinkType> <d105> 
Existing 

<TextTypeCode> <d102> 
Existing 

<TextWithDownload> <f118> 
Existing 

<Title> <title> 
Existing 

<TitleText> <b203> 
Existing 

<TitleType> <b202> 
Existing 

<TotalMatchingPages> <t228> New 

<TotalMatchingProducts> <t203> New 

<TransactionType> <t201> New 

<ViewingPeriod> <t218> New 
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Appendix B New Code Lists and Codes Required in ONIX 
This section will list the new code lists and codes that are required for the above-specified transactions 
and that would be additions to ONIX.   New entries to existing lists are in red and italics. 

New codes are needed for: 

<DownloadTerms> New codes to specify licensing terms for digital content; will 
eventually be defined by the ONIX for Licensing Terms project.  

<MediaFileTypeCode> New types specific to the grouping of digital content:  chapter 
groupings, advance copies, marketing spreads, etc. (see List 38) 

<MediaFileFormatCode> New codes for ASCII text, etc. 

<MediaFileName> Perhaps new codes from ONIX, otherwise this is defined by the 
publisher. 

<MediaResolution> Resolutions for non-image media:  Quicktime, MPEG, etc. 

<ActionTypeID>  

<ComponentIDType>  

 

Server Reply List 1: Transaction Type 

Value Description Notes 

tr001 TR001 Get Number of Phrase Matches in Archive 

tr002 TR002 Search Archive for Phrase 

tr003 TR003 Search Book for Phrase 

tr004 TR004 Enumerate Archive 

tr010 TR010 Enumerate Book Info 

tr005 TR005 Enumerate Book Page Images 

tr006 TR006 Enumerate ONIX Info 

tr007 TR007 Enumerate Book Text 

tr008 TR008 Browse by Context Pages 
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tr009 TR009 Browse by Sample Pages 

 

Server Reply List 2: Action Type ID 

Value Description Notes 

A Add The book was added to the archive on the 
given date. 

D Delete The book was deleted from the archive on the 
given date. 

M Modify The book was modified on the given date. 

 

Server Reply List 3: Component ID Type 

Value Description Notes 

MDT Metadata  

MFL Media File  

PVR Preview Rules  

 

Server Reply List 4 - Allow Print 

Value Description Notes 

Y Yes  

N No  

 

Server Reply List 5 - Allow Search 

Value Description Notes 

Y Yes  

N No  
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Server Reply List 6 - Page Tag Value 

Value Description Notes 

AB About the Author  

ACK Acknowledgements  

AFT Afterword  

APP Appendix  

BC Back Cover  

BF Back Flap  

BIB Bibliography  

CH1 Chapter plus chapter number The chapter number is variable. This tag 
specifies a generic chapter.  You must use 
PageTagDescription in order to specify a 
chapter number. 

CP Copyright  

DED Dedication  

EP Epilogue  

EPI Epilogue  

FW Forward  

FC Front Cover  

FF Front Flap  

GL Glossary  

INIX Index  

IBC Inside Back Cover  

IFC Inside Front Cover  

IN Introduction  

NOTE Notes  
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PART Part This tag specifies a generic part.  You must use 
PageTagDescription in order to specify a part 
number. 

PR Preface  

PRO Prologue  

REF References  

SP Spine  

TOC Table of Contents  

TP Title Page  

UNOT UndefinedOther Use for parts of book not in this code list. Must 
use <PageTagDescription> tag when using this 
value 

 

Server Reply List 7 - Preview Availability 

Value Description Notes 

FR Free Viewable by anyone 

RS Restricted Only displayed by someone tracking usage and 
counting against percent viewable 

BL Blocked Not viewable by anyone 

 

 

Server Reply List 8 Access Level 

Value Description Notes 

BV Book viewer Client is redirected to publisher’s book viewer 

SP Sample Pages Client is allowed access to sample pages and 
related transactions. 

FE Full Enumeration Client is allowed access to all transactions. 

All All  Client is allowed access to all available pages. 
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ONIX List 5 - Product identifier type code 

List Value Description Notes 

5 01 
Proprietary For example, a publisher’s or wholesaler’s product 

number. 

5 02 
ISBN-10 International Standard Book Number, pre-2007, 

unhyphenated (10 characters) 

5 03 EAN.UCC-13 EAN-UCC article number (13 digits) 

5 04 UPC UPC product number (12 digits) 

5 05 ISMN International Standard Music Number (10 digits) 

5 06 DOI Digital Object Identifier (variable length and character set) 

5 13 
LCCN Library of Congress Control Number (12 characters, 

alphanumeric) 

5 14 GTIN-14 EAN-UCC Global Trade Item Number (14 digits) 

5 15 
ISBN-13 International Standard Book Number, from 2007, 

unhyphenated (13 digits) 

5 17 
Legal deposit 
number 

The number assigned to a publication as part of a national 
legal deposit process 

ONIX List 15 - Title type code 

List Value   Description   Notes 

15 00 Undefined    

15 01 Distinctive title(book); 
cover title (serial)  

The full text of the distinctive title of the item, 
without abbreviation or abridgement. For books, 
where the title alone is not distinctive, elements 
may be taken from a set or series title and part 
number etc. to create a distinctive title. Where the 
item is an omnibus edition containing 2 or more 
works by the same author, and there is no separate 
combined title, a distinctive title may be 
constructed by concatenating the individual titles, 
with suitable punctuation, as in Pride and Prejudice/ 
Sense and Sensibility / Northanger Abbey. 
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List Value   Description   Notes 

15 02 ISSN key title of serial  Serials only 

15 03 Title in original 
language  

Where the subject of the ONIX record is a translated 
item 

15 04 Title acronym  For serials: JACM = Journal of the Association for 
Computing Machinery 

15 05 Abbreviated title  An abbreviated form of Title Type 01 

15 06 Title in other language  A translation of Title Type 01 into another language 

15 07 Thematic title of journal 
issue  

Serials only: when a journal issue is explicitly 
devoted to a specified topic 

15 08 Former title  Books or serials: when an item was previously 
published under another title 

15 10 Distributor's title  For books: the title carried in a book distributor's 
title file: frequently incomplete, and may include 
elements not properly part of the title 

15 11 Alternative title on 
cover  

An alternative title that appears on the cover of a 
book 

15 12 Alternative title on back  An alternative title that appears on the back of a 
book 

15 13 Expanded title of text 
book  

An expanded form of the title of a school text book 
with, e.g., grade and type and other details added 
to make the title meaningful, where otherwise it 
would comprise only the curriculum subject. This 
title type is required for submissions to the Spanish 
ISBN Agency. 

ONIX List 17 - Contributor role code 

List Value   Description   Notes 

17 A01  By (author)  Author of a textual work 

17 A02  With  With or as told to: “ghost” author of a 
literary work 
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List Value   Description   Notes 

17 A03  Screenplay by  Writer of screenplay or script (film or video) 

17 A04  Libretto by  Writer of libretto (opera): see also A31 

17 A05  Lyrics by  Author of lyrics (song): see also A31 

17 A06  By (composer)  Composer of music 

17 A07  By (artist)  Visual artist when named as the primary 
creator of, e.g., a book of reproductions of 
artworks 

17 A08  By (photographer)  Photographer when named as the primary 
creator of, e.g., a book of photographs 

17 A09  Created by    

17 A10  From an idea by    

17 A11  Designed by    

17 A12  Illustrated by  Artist when named as the creator of 
artwork which illustrates a text, or of the 
artwork of a graphic novel or comic book 

17 A13  Photographs by  Photographer when named as the creator of 
photographs that illustrate a text 

17 A14  Text by  Author of text that accompanies art 
reproductions or photographs, or is part of 
a graphic novel or comic book 

17 A15  Preface by  Author of preface 

17 A16  Prologue by  Author of prologue 

17 A17  Summary by  Author of summary 

17 A18  Supplement by  Author of supplement 

17 A19  Afterword by  Author of afterword 

17 A20  Notes by  Author of notes or annotations: see also 
A29 

17 A21  Commentaries by  Author of commentaries on the main text 
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List Value   Description   Notes 

17 A22  Epilogue by  Author of epilogue 

17 A23  Foreword by  Author of foreword 

17 A24  Introduction by  Author of introduction: see also A29 

17 A25  Footnotes by  Author/compiler of footnotes 

17 A26  Memoir by  Author of memoir accompanying main text 

17 A27  Experiments by  Person who carried out experiments 
reported in the text 

17 A29  Introduction and notes by  Author of introduction and notes: see also 
A20 and A24 

17 A30  Software written by  Writer of computer programs ancillary to 
the text 

17 A31  Book and lyrics by  Author of the textual content of a musical 
drama: see also A04 and A05 

17 A32  Contributions by  Author of additional contributions to the 
text 

17 A33  Appendix by  Author of appendix 

17 A34  Index by  Compiler of index 

17 A35  Drawings by    

17 A36  Cover design or artwork by  Use also for the cover artist of a graphic 
novel or comic book if named separately 

17 A37  Preliminary work by  Responsible for preliminary work on which 
the work is based 

17 A38  Original author  Author of the first edition (usually of a 
standard work) who is not an author of the 
current edition 

17 A39  Maps by  Maps drawn or otherwise contributed by 

17 A40  Inked or colored by  When separate persons are named as 
having respectively drawn and colored 
artwork, e.g., for a graphic novel or comic 
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List Value   Description   Notes 

book, use A12 for “drawn by” and A40 for 
“colored by” 

17 A41  Pop-ups by  Designer of pop-ups in a pop-up book, who 
may be different from the illustrator 

17 A42  Continued by  Use where a standard work is being 
continued by somebody other than the 
original author 

17 A43  Interviewer    

17 A44  Interviewee    

17 A99  Other primary creator  Other type of primary creator not specified 
above 

17 B01  Edited by    

17 B02  Revised by    

17 B03  Retold by    

17 B04  Abridged by    

17 B05  Adapted by    

17 B06  Translated by    

17 B07  As told by    

17 B08  Translated with 
commentary by  

This code applies where a translator has 
provided a commentary on issues relating to 
the translation. If the translator has also 
provided a commentary on the work itself, 
the name should be entered twice using 
codes B06 and A21. 

17 B09  Series edited by  Name of a series editor when the product 
belongs to a series 

17 B10  Edited and translated by    

17 B11  Editor-in-chief    
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List Value   Description   Notes 

17 B12  Guest editor    

17 B13  Volume editor    

17 B14  Editorial board member    

17 B15  Editorial coordination by    

17 B16  Managing editor    

17 B17  Founded by  Usually the founder editor of a serial 
publication: Begruendet von 

17 B18  Prepared for publication by    

17 B19  Associate editor    

17 B20  Consultant editor  Use also for “advisory editor” 

17 B21  General editor    

17 B22  Dramatized by    

17 B23  General rapporteur  In Europe, an expert editor who takes 
responsibility for the legal content of a 
collaborative law volume 

17 B24  Literary editor  An editor who is responsible for establishing 
the text used in an edition of a literary work, 
where this is recognized as a distinctive role 
(in Spain, “editor literario”) 

17 B25  Arranged by (music)    

17 B99  Other adaptation by  Other type of adaptation or editing not 
specified above 

17 C01  Compiled by    

17 C02  Selected by    

17 C99  Other compilation by  Other type of compilation not specified 
above 

17 D01  Producer    
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List Value   Description   Notes 

17 D02  Director    

17 D03  Conductor  Conductor of a musical performance 

17 D99  Other direction by  Other type of direction not specified above 

17 E01  Actor    

17 E02  Dancer    

17 E03  Narrator    

17 E04  Commentator    

17 E05  Vocal soloist  Singer etc. 

17 E06  Instrumental soloist    

17 E07  Read by  Reader of recorded text, as in an audiobook 

17 E08  Performed by (orchestra, 
band, ensemble)  

Name of a musical group in a performing 
role 

17 E99  Performed by  Other type of performer not specified 
above: use for a recorded performance 
which does not fit a category above, e.g., a 
performance by a stand-up comedian. 

17 F01  Filmed/photographed by    

17 F99  Other recording by  Other type of recording not specified above 

17 Z01  Assisted by  May be associated with any contributor 
role, and placement should therefore be 
controlled by contributor sequence 
numbering 

17 Z99  Other  Other creative responsibility not falling 
within A to F above 
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ONIX List 33 - Other text type code 

List Value   Description   Notes 

33 01 Main description    

33 02 Short 
description/annotation  

Limited to a maximum of 350 characters 

33 03 Long description    

33 04 Table of contents  Used for a table of contents sent as a single 
text field, which may or may not carry 
structure expressed through HTML etc. 
Alternatively, a fully structured table of 
contents may be sent by using the 
<ContentItem> composite. 

33 05 Review quote, restricted 
length  

A review quote that is restricted to a 
maximum length agreed between the 
sender and receiver of an ONIX file 

33 06 Quote from review of 
previous edition  

A review quote taken from a review of a 
previous edition of the work 

33 07 Review text  Full text of a review of the product 

33 08 Review quote  A quote from a review of the product 

33 09 Promotional “headline”  A promotional phrase which is intended to 
headline a description of the product 

33 10 Previous review quote  A quote from a review of a previous work by 
the same author(s) or in the same series 

33 11 Author comments  May be part of Reading Group Guide 
material 

33 12 Description for reader    

33 13 Biographical note  A note referring to all contributors to a 
product—NOT linked to a single contributor 

33 14 Description for Reading 
Group Guide  
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List Value   Description   Notes 

33 15 Discussion question for 
Reading Group Guide  

Each instance must carry a single question 

33 16 Competing titles  Free text listing of other titles with which 
the product is in competition: although this 
text might not appear in “public” ONIX 
records, it could be required where ONIX Is 
used as a communication format within a 
group of publishing and distribution 
companies 

33 17 Flap copy    

33 18 Back cover copy    

33 19 Feature  Text describing a feature of a product to 
which the publisher wishes to draw 
attention for promotional purposes. Each 
separate feature should be described by a 
separate repeat, so that formatting can be 
applied at the discretion of the receiver of 
the ONIX record. 

33 20 New feature  As code 19, but used for a feature which is 
new in a new edition of the product. 

33 23 Excerpt from book    

33 24 First chapter    

33 25 Description for sales people    

33 26 Description for press or 
other media  

  

33 27 Description for subsidiary 
rights department  

  

33 28 Description for 
teachers/educators  

  

33 30 Unpublished endorsement  A quote usually provided by a celebrity to 
promote a new book, not from a review 
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List Value   Description   Notes 

33 31 Description for bookstore    

33 32 Description for library    

33 33 Introduction or preface    

33 34 Full text    

33 35 Matching Text A text snippet of the matching text for a 
search result 

33 36 Page Text The full text of a single page 

 

ONIX List 34 - Text format code 

List Value   Description   Notes 

34 00 ASCII text  DEPRECATED : use code 06 or 07 as appropriate 

34 01 SGML    

34 02 HTML  Other than XHTML 

34 03 XML  Other than XHTML 

34 04 PDF  DEPRECATED : was formerly assigned both to 
PDF and to XHTML 

34 05 XHTML    

34 06 Default text format  Default: text in the encoding declared at the 
head of the message or in the XML default (UTF-
8 or UTF-16) if there is no explicit declaration 

34 07 Basic ASCII text  Plain text containing no tags of any kind, except 
for the tags &amp; and &lt; that XML insists 
must be used to represent ampersand and less-
than characters in text; and with the character 
set limited to the ASCII range, i.e., valid UTF-8 
characters whose character number lies 
between 32 (space) and 126 (tilde) 
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List Value   Description   Notes 

34 08 PDF  Replaces 04 for the <TextFormat> element, but 
cannot of course be used as a textformat 
attribute 

 

ONIX List 35 - Text link type code 

List Value   Description   Notes 

35 01 URL    

35 02 DOI    

35 03 PURL    

35 04 URN    

35 05 FTP address    

35 06 filename   

 

ONIX List 38 - Media file type code 

List Value   Description   Notes 

38 01 Whole product  Link to a location where the whole product 
may be found – used for epublications 

38 02 Software demo    

38 04 Front cover image  Quality unspecified: if sending both a 
standard quality and a high quality image, 
use 04 for standard quality and 06 for high 
quality 

38 06 Front cover high quality 
image  

  

38 07 Front cover thumbnail    

38 08 Contributor image    
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List Value   Description   Notes 

38 10 Series image    

38 11 Series logo    

38 12 Product logo  Use only for a logo that is specific to an 
individual product 

38 17 Publisher logo    

38 18 Imprint logo    

38 23 Inside page image   

38 24 Inside page thumbnail  

38 29 Video segment    

38 30 Audio segment   

38 31 Book Viewer  

 

ONIX List 39 - Media file format code 

List Value   Description   Notes 

39 02 GIF    

39 03 JPEG   

39 04 PDF    

39 05 TIF    

39 06 RealAudio 28.8    

39 07 MP3    

39 08 MPEG-4  MPEG-4 video file 

 

ONIX List 40 - Media file link type 
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List Value   Description   Notes 

40 01 URL    

40 02 DOI    

40 03 PURL    

40 04 URN    

40 05 FTP address    

40 06 filename    

40 07 Book viewer URL  

 

ONIX List 44 – Name code type 

List Value   Description   Notes 

44 02 Proprietary    

44 03 Deutsche Bibliothek 
publisher identifier  

  

44 04 Börsenverein 
Verkehrsnummer  

  

44 05 German ISBN Agency 
publisher identifier  

  

44 06 EAN-UCC GLN  Global location number (formerly EAN 
location number) 

44 07 SAN  Book trade Standard Address Number - US, 
UK etc 

44 10 Centraal Boekhuis Relatie 
ID  

Trading party identifier used in the 
Netherlands 

44 13 Fondscode Boekenbank  Flemish publisher code 
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ONIX List 48 - Publishing role code  

 

List Value Description Notes 

48 01 Publisher  

48 02 Co-publisher  

48 03 Sponsor  

48 04 Publisher of original-
language version 

Of a translated work 

48 05 Host/distributor of 
electronic content 

 

48 06 Published for/on behalf of  

48 07 Published in association 
with 

Use also for “Published in cooperation with” 

48 08 Published on behalf of DEPRECATED : use code 06 

48 09 New or acquiring publisher When ownership of a product or title is 
transferred from one publisher to another 

 

ONIX List 48 - Measure type code 

List Value   Description   Notes 

48 01 Height  For a book, the spine height when standing 
on a shelf. For a folded map, the height 
when folded. In general, the height of a 
product in the form in which it is presented 
or packaged for retail sale. 

48 02 Width  For a book, the horizontal dimension of the 
cover when standing upright. For a folded 
map, the width when folded. In general, the 
width of a product in the form in which it is 
presented or packaged for retail sale. 
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List Value   Description   Notes 

48 03 Thickness  For a book, the thickness of the spine. For a 
folded map, the thickness when folded. In 
general, the thickness or depth of a product 
in the form in which it is presented or 
packaged for retail sale. 

48 04 Page trim height  Not recommended for general use 

48 05 Page trim width  Not recommended for general use 

48 08 Unit weight    

48 09 Diameter (sphere)  Of a globe, for example 

48 10 Unfolded/unrolled sheet 
height  

The height of a folded or rolled sheet map, 
poster etc when unfolded 

48 11 Unfolded/unrolled sheet 
width  

The width of a folded or rolled sheet map, 
poster etc when unfolded 

48 12 Diameter (tube or cylinder)  The diameter of the cross-section of a tube 
or cylinder, usually carrying a rolled sheet 
product. Use 01 “height” for the height or 
length of the tube. 

48 13 Rolled sheet package side 
measure  

The length of a side of the cross-section of a 
long triangular or square package, usually 
carrying a rolled sheet product. Use 01 
“height” for the height or length of the 
package. 

 

ONIX List 50 - Measure unit code 

List Value   Description   Notes 

50 cm  Centimeters    

50 gr  Grams    

50 in  Inches (US)    

50 lb  Pounds (US)    
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List Value   Description   Notes 

50 mm  Millimeters    

50 oz  Ounces (US)   

50 px Pixels   
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Appendix C Error Codes 

Code Description Comment 

100 Invalid Request Client request contains an invalid transaction code 

101 Unauthorized Client request has not been authenticated 

102 Unknown Partner Client request contains an invalid GUID, or Global Unique 
Identifier 

103 Too Many Results Client search request returns too many results or the 
search parameter contains a stop word 

104 Missing Parameter Client request is missing one or more required parameters 
for the given transaction 

(The XML error message could indicate which parameters 
are missing in the comments node) 

105 Not Available Client has requested page media for a page that is not 
available due to access rule restrictions 

106 Not Found Client request specifies a title that is either not in the 
repository or is not available to the request partner 

107 Invalid Parameters Client request contains invalid optional parameters. 
(The XML error message may or may not elaborate further 
as to what parameters are invalid. An example would be if 
two numbers for a range are submitted that are invalid.) 

200 Internal Server Error An internal error has occurred within the service. 

201 Transaction Service 
Error 

The requested ONIX transaction is not supported in the 
service. 
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Appendix D Possible Items for Version 2 
 

 Ability to link together separate editions (linking together bound galley, hardcover, and 
paperback ISBNs, for example) 

 Identify other ISBNs for which this book content can be used (hardcover images used for 
paperback ISBN, for example) 

 Provide link for redirecting to online reader on publisher site—on page level, possibly with 
obfuscation 

 Use Case 10: Get Book Media  

 Get book-level media (e.g., Review Copy, Sample Chapters, Audio, etc.) of a specified book. 

Request: The PDF Review Copy of The Iliad. 

Response: A PDF representation of the review copy of The Iliad. This transaction may deliver 
other media types. The available media types for a page will be clearly specified by the 
publisher in other use cases. 

 Use Case 13: Get Searchable Text 

 A function to search for a phrase in each book separately. This could be added as TR2.1. 
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MiAngelo Moore, Bowker 
Chris Odom, LibreDigital 
Dan Payne, LibreDigital 
Jeff Shaw, Ingram Digital 
John Tigue, Rosetta Solutions 
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Booknet Canada 
R.R. Bowker LLC 
Hachette Book Group 
HarperCollins Publishers 
Ingram Digital 
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LibreDigital 
Microsoft 
O'Reilly Media 
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Penguin Group USA, Inc. 
Random House, Inc. 
Rosetta Solutions, Inc. 
Simon & Schuster Publishers 
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